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Investigating the cultural, social, and political histories of punishment during ninety years surrounding the
1838 abolition of slavery in Jamaica, Diana Paton challenges standard historiographies of slavery and
discipline. The abolition of slavery in Jamaica, as elsewhere, entailed the termination of slaveholders’ legal
right to use violence—which they defined as “punishment”—against those they had held as slaves. Paton
argues that, while slave emancipation involved major changes in the organization and representation of
punishment, there was no straightforward transition from corporal punishment to the prison or from privately
inflicted to state-controlled punishment. Contesting the dichotomous understanding of pre-modern and
modern modes of power that currently dominates the historiography of punishment, she offers critical
readings of influential theories of power and resistance, including those of Michel Foucault, Pierre Bourdieu,
and Ranajit Guha.

No Bond but the Law reveals the longstanding and intimate relationship between state formation and private
punishment. The construction of a dense, state-organized system of prisons began not with emancipation but
at the peak of slave-based wealth in Jamaica, in the 1780s. Jamaica provided the paradigmatic case for
British observers imagining and evaluating the emancipation process. Paton’s analysis moves between
imperial processes on the one hand and Jamaican specificities on the other, within a framework comparing
developments regarding punishment in Jamaica with those in the U.S. South and elsewhere. Emphasizing the
gendered nature of penal policy and practice throughout the emancipation period, Paton is attentive to the
ways in which the actions of ordinary Jamaicans and, in particular, of women prisoners, shaped state
decisions.
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From reader reviews:

Kathie Richmond:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This No Bond but the Law: Punishment, Race, and Gender in Jamaican State
Formation, 1780–1870 (Next Wave: New Directions in Women's Studies) book is readable through you who
hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience
without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of No Bond but the
Law: Punishment, Race, and Gender in Jamaican State Formation, 1780–1870 (Next Wave: New Directions
in Women's Studies) content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking No Bond
but the Law: Punishment, Race, and Gender in Jamaican State Formation, 1780–1870 (Next Wave: New
Directions in Women's Studies) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Brent Thompson:

The publication untitled No Bond but the Law: Punishment, Race, and Gender in Jamaican State Formation,
1780–1870 (Next Wave: New Directions in Women's Studies) is the reserve that recommended to you you
just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an individual. The language
that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
study when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of No Bond but the Law: Punishment, Race, and Gender in Jamaican
State Formation, 1780–1870 (Next Wave: New Directions in Women's Studies) from the publisher to make
you much more enjoy free time.

Donna Lacher:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer may be No Bond but the Law: Punishment, Race, and Gender in
Jamaican State Formation, 1780–1870 (Next Wave: New Directions in Women's Studies) why because the
excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside
or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up
this book.

Charles Felton:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes reading
through, not only science book but additionally novel and No Bond but the Law: Punishment, Race, and



Gender in Jamaican State Formation, 1780–1870 (Next Wave: New Directions in Women's Studies) or
others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to
read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially. Those books are helping
them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes No Bond but
the Law: Punishment, Race, and Gender in Jamaican State Formation, 1780–1870 (Next Wave: New
Directions in Women's Studies) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book
like this one.
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