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Tourism emerged as an important cultural activity in the United States in the 1820s as steamboats and canals
allowed for greater mobility and the nation's writers and artists focused their attention on American scenery.
From the 1820s until well after the Civil War, American artists, like Thomas Cole and Frederic Church,
depicted American tourist attractions in their work, and often made their reputations on those paintings.
Writers like Irving, Cooper, Hawthorne, and James described their visits to the same attractions or
incorporated them into their fiction. The work of these artists and writers conferred value on the scenes
represented and helped shape the vision of the tourists who visited them. This interest in scenery permeated
the work of both serious and popular writers and artists, and they produced thousands of images and
descriptions of America's tourist attractions for the numerous guidebooks, magazines, and other publications
devoted to travel in the United States during the period.

Drawing on this fascinating body of material, Sacred Places examines the vital role which tourism played in
fulfilling the cultural needs of nineteenth-century Americans. America was a new country in search of a
national identity. Educated Americans desperately wished to meet European standards of culture and, at the
same time, to develop a distinctly American literature and art. Tourism offered a means of defining America
as a place and taking pride in the special features of its landscape. The country's magnificent natural wonders
were a substitute for the cathedrals and monuments, the sense of history that Europe had built over the
centuries. Moreover, Sears argues, tourist attractions like Mammoth Cave, Mount Auburn Cemetery,
Yosemite, and Yellowstone functioned as sacred places for a nation with a diversity of religious sects and
without ancient religious and national shrines. For nineteenth-century Americans, whose vision was shaped
by the aesthetics of the sublime and the picturesque and by the popular nineteenth-century Romantic view of
nature as temple, such places fulfilled their urgent need for cultural monuments and for places to visit which
transcended ordinary reality.

But these nineteenth-century tourist attractions were also arenas of consumption. Niagara Falls was the most
sublime of God's creations, a sacred place, which, like Mount Auburn Cemetery, was supposed to have a
profound moral effect on the spectator. But it was also an emporium of culture where the tourist shopped for
Niagara's wonders and for little replicas of the Falls in the form of souvenirs. In Sacred Places, Sears
describes how this strange, sometimes amusing, juxtaposition of the mythic and the trivial, the sacred and the
profane, the spiritual and the commercial remained a significant feature of American tourist attractions even
after efforts were made at Yosemite, Yellowstone, and Niagara Falls to curb commercial and industrial
intrusions.

Sears also explores how the nineteenth-century idealization of home stimulated the tourists' response to such
places as the Willey House in the White Mountains, the rural cemeteries, and even the newly established
asylums for the deaf, dumb, blind, and insane. And, in an intriguing account of Mauch Chunk, Pennsylvania,
he examines the reasons why an important nineteenth-century anthracite transportation center was also a
major tourist attraction.

Most of the attractions discussed in this book are still visited by millions of Americans. By illuminating their
cultural meaning, Sacred Places prompts us to reflect on our own motivations and responses as tourists and



reveals why tourism was and still is such an important part of American life.

 Download Sacred Places: American Tourist Attractions in the ...pdf

 Read Online Sacred Places: American Tourist Attractions in t ...pdf

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=1558491627
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=1558491627
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=1558491627
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=1558491627
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=1558491627
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=1558491627
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=1558491627
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=1558491627


Download and Read Free Online Sacred Places: American Tourist Attractions in the Nineteenth
Century John F. Sears

From reader reviews:

William Harris:

The book Sacred Places: American Tourist Attractions in the Nineteenth Century make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when
you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book Sacred
Places: American Tourist Attractions in the Nineteenth Century for being your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a guide Sacred Places: American
Tourist Attractions in the Nineteenth Century. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Teressa Fernandez:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for
a while is reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to
stand up than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that
Sacred Places: American Tourist Attractions in the Nineteenth Century book as beginner and daily reading
reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Timothy Payne:

Beside that Sacred Places: American Tourist Attractions in the Nineteenth Century in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you
are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in
narrow small town. It is good thing to have Sacred Places: American Tourist Attractions in the Nineteenth
Century because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often have book but
you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the
idea? Find this book as well as read it from now!

Julia Barr:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
heart or real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at
this time there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many



ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Sacred Places: American Tourist Attractions in the
Nineteenth Century can make you sense more interested to read.
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