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For more than 3000 years, hundreds of millions of people have died or been left permanently scarred or blind
by the relentless, incurable disease called smallpox. In 1967, Dr. D.A. Henderson became director of a
worldwide campaign to eliminate this disease from the face of the earth.

This spellbinding book is Dr. Henderson’s personal story of how he led the World Health Organization’s
campaign to eradicate smallpox—the only disease in history to have been deliberately eliminated. Some have
called this feat "the greatest scientific and humanitarian achievement of the past century."

In a lively, engrossing narrative, Dr. Henderson makes it clear that the gargantuan international effort
involved more than straightforward mass vaccination. He and his staff had to cope with civil wars, floods,
impassable roads, and refugees as well as formidable bureaucratic and cultural obstacles, shortages of local
health personnel and meager budgets. Countries across the world joined in the effort; the United States and
the Soviet Union worked together through the darkest cold war days; and professionals from more than 70
nations served as WHO field staff. On October 26, 1976, the last case of smallpox occurred. The disease that
annually had killed two million people or more had been vanquished–and in just over ten years.

The story did not end there. Dr. Henderson recounts in vivid detail the continuing struggle over whether to
destroy the remaining virus in the two laboratories still that held it. Then came the startling discovery that the
Soviet Union had been experimenting with smallpox virus as a biological weapon and producing it in large
quantities. The threat of its possible use by a rogue nation or a terrorist has had to be taken seriously and Dr.
Henderson has been a central figure in plans for coping with it.

New methods for mass smallpox vaccination were so successful that he sought to expand the program of
smallpox immunization to include polio, measles, whooping cough, diphtheria, and tetanus vaccines. That
program now reaches more than four out of five children in the world and is eradicating poliomyelitis.

This unique book is to be treasured—a personal and true story that proves that through cooperation and
perseverance the most daunting of obstacles can be overcome.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Romero:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Smallpox: The Death of a Disease - The Inside Story of Eradicating a
Worldwide Killer. Try to stumble through book Smallpox: The Death of a Disease - The Inside Story of
Eradicating a Worldwide Killer as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you truly feel
alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The
book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So ,
let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Donald Goodman:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Smallpox: The Death of a Disease - The
Inside Story of Eradicating a Worldwide Killer will make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably
more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading a new book
make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best
book or ideal book with you?

John Cheung:

This Smallpox: The Death of a Disease - The Inside Story of Eradicating a Worldwide Killer is great guide
for you because the content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and
have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great arrange
word or we can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info
in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Smallpox: The Death of a Disease - The Inside Story of Eradicating a
Worldwide Killer in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say
that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So ,
this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

Donald Oakes:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This guide Smallpox: The Death of a Disease - The Inside Story of Eradicating
a Worldwide Killer was filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a book. If you know how



big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many
ways to get book which you wanted.
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