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A groundbreaking book—two decades in the works—that tells the story of how a brilliant writer-turned-
activist, granddaughter of a mulatto slave, and the first lady of the United States, whose ancestry gave her
membership in the Daughters of the American Revolution, forged an enduring friendship that changed each
of their lives and helped to alter the course of race and racism in America.

Pauli Murray first saw Eleanor Roosevelt in 1933, at the height of the Depression, at a government-
sponsored, two-hundred-acre camp for unemployed women where Murray was living, something the first
lady had pushed her husband to set up in her effort to do what she could for working women and the poor.
The first lady appeared one day unannounced, behind the wheel of her car, her secretary and a Secret Service
agent her passengers. To Murray, then aged twenty-three, Roosevelt’s self-assurance was a symbol of
women’s independence, a symbol that endured throughout Murray’s life. 

Five years later, Pauli Murray, a twenty-eight-year-old aspiring writer, wrote a letter to Franklin and Eleanor
Roosevelt protesting racial segregation in the South. The president’s staff forwarded Murray’s letter to the
federal Office of Education. The first lady wrote back.

Murray’s letter was prompted by a speech the president had given at the University of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill, praising the school for its commitment to social progress. Pauli Murray had been denied
admission to the Chapel Hill graduate school because of her race. 

She wrote in her letter of 1938:

“Does it mean that Negro students in the South will be allowed to sit down with white students and study a
problem which is fundamental and mutual to both groups? Does it mean that the University of North
Carolina is ready to open its doors to Negro students . . . ? Or does it mean, that everything you said has no
meaning for us as Negroes, that again we are to be set aside and passed over . . . ?”

Eleanor Roosevelt wrote to Murray: “I have read the copy of the letter you sent me and I understand
perfectly, but great changes come slowly . . . The South is changing, but don’t push too fast.”

So began a friendship between Pauli Murray (poet, intellectual rebel, principal strategist in the fight to
preserve Title VII of the 1964 Civil Rights Act, cofounder of the National Organization for Women, and the
first African American female Episcopal priest) and Eleanor Roosevelt (first lady of the United States, later
first chair of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights, and chair of the President’s Commission on
the Status of Women) that would last for a quarter of a century.

Drawing on letters, journals, diaries, published and unpublished manuscripts, and interviews, Patricia Bell-
Scott gives us the first close-up portrait of this evolving friendship and how it was sustained over time, what
each gave to the other, and how their friendship changed the cause of American social justice.
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From reader reviews:

Carroll Torres:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Firebrand and the First Lady: Portrait of a
Friendship: Pauli Murray, Eleanor Roosevelt, and the Struggle for Social Justice. Try to the actual book The
Firebrand and the First Lady: Portrait of a Friendship: Pauli Murray, Eleanor Roosevelt, and the Struggle for
Social Justice as your friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone and beside that
of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far
more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience
in addition to knowledge with this book.

Ricardo Donaldson:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is high. For yourself
who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular The Firebrand and the First Lady:
Portrait of a Friendship: Pauli Murray, Eleanor Roosevelt, and the Struggle for Social Justice book as starter
and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Kara Navarrete:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this
The Firebrand and the First Lady: Portrait of a Friendship: Pauli Murray, Eleanor Roosevelt, and the
Struggle for Social Justice, you are able to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours publication.
Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Tommy Worm:

The book untitled The Firebrand and the First Lady: Portrait of a Friendship: Pauli Murray, Eleanor
Roosevelt, and the Struggle for Social Justice contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the
woman idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not really
worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author. The author brings you in the



new period of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read more your smart phone,
or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-
book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.
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