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Fantasies of Witnessing explores how and why those deeply interested in the Holocaust, yet with no direct,
familial connection to it, endeavor to experience it vicariously through sites or texts designed to make it
"real" for nonwitnesses. Gary Weissman argues that far from overwhelming nonwitnesses with its magnitude
of horror, the Holocaust threatens to feel distant and unreal. A prevailing rhetoric of "secondary" memory
and trauma, he contends, and efforts to portray the Holocaust as an immediate and personal experience, are
responses to an encroaching sense of unreality: "In America, we are haunted not by the traumatic impact of
the Holocaust, but by its absence. When we take an interest in the Holocaust, we are not overcoming a
fearful aversion to its horror, but endeavoring to actually feel the horror of what otherwise eludes
us."Weissman focuses on specific attempts to locate the Holocaust: in the person of Elie Wiesel, the most
renowned survivor, and his classic memoir Night; in videotaped survivor stories and Lawrence L. Langer's
celebrated book Holocaust Testimonies; and in the films Shoah and Schindler's List. These representations,
he explains, constitute a movement away from the view popularized by Wiesel, that those who did not live
through the Holocaust will never be able to grasp its horror, and toward re-creating the Holocaust as an
"experience" nonwitnesses may put themselves through. "It is only by acknowledging the desire that gives
shape to such representations, and by exploring their place in the ongoing contest over who really 'knows' the
Holocaust and feels its horror, that we can arrive at a more candid assessment of our current and future
relationships to the Holocaust," he says.
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From reader reviews:

John Guenther:

The book Fantasies of Witnessing: Postwar Efforts to Experience the Holocaust make one feel enjoy for your
spare time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend when
you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book Fantasies of
Witnessing: Postwar Efforts to Experience the Holocaust being your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could
know everything if you like open up and read a book Fantasies of Witnessing: Postwar Efforts to Experience
the Holocaust. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So ,
how do you think about this reserve?

David Hosford:

Here thing why this kind of Fantasies of Witnessing: Postwar Efforts to Experience the Holocaust are
different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it depends in the content of it
which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Fantasies of Witnessing: Postwar Efforts to Experience the
Holocaust giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but there is
no reserve that similar with Fantasies of Witnessing: Postwar Efforts to Experience the Holocaust. It gives
you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the
world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or
even in your approach home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the
form of Fantasies of Witnessing: Postwar Efforts to Experience the Holocaust in e-book can be your choice.

Dwight Hancock:

Often the book Fantasies of Witnessing: Postwar Efforts to Experience the Holocaust will bring one to the
new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you
try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Fantasies of Witnessing:
Postwar Efforts to Experience the Holocaust is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-
book from the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Lillian Thornton:

This Fantasies of Witnessing: Postwar Efforts to Experience the Holocaust is great publication for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can declare
no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having Fantasies of Witnessing: Postwar Efforts to Experience the Holocaust in your
hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer



you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading
book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?
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