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This book traces the origins of a faith--perhaps the faith of the century. Modern revolutionaries are believers,
no less committed and intense than were Christians or Muslims of an earlier era. What is new is the belief
that a perfect secular order will emerge from forcible overthrow of traditional authority. This inherently
implausible idea energized Europe in the nineteenth century, and became the most pronounced ideological
export of the West to the rest of the world in the twentieth century. Billington is interested in revolutionaries-
-the innovative creators of a new tradition. His historical frame extends from the waning of the French
Revolution in the late eighteenth century to the beginnings of the Russian Revolution in the early twentieth
century. The theater was Europe of the industrial era; the main stage was the journalistic offices within great
cities such as Paris, Berlin, London, and St. Petersburg. Billington claims with considerable evidence that
revolutionary ideologies were shaped as much by the occultism and proto-romanticism of Germany as the
critical rationalism of the French Enlightenment. The conversion of social theory to political practice was
essentially the work of three Russian revolutions: in 1905, March 1917, and November 1917. Events in the
outer rim of the European world brought discussions about revolution out of the school rooms and press
rooms of Paris and Berlin into the halls of power.

Despite his hard realism about the adverse practical consequences of revolutionary dogma, Billington
appreciates the identity of its best sponsors, people who preached social justice transcending traditional
national, ethnic, and gender boundaries. When this book originally appeared The New Republic hailed it as
"remarkable, learned and lively," while The New Yorker noted that Billington "pays great attention to the
lives and emotions of individuals and this makes his book absorbing." It is an invaluable work of history and
contribution to our understanding of political life.
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From reader reviews:

Nicholas Walsh:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
Fire in the Minds of Men: Origins of the Revolutionary Faith your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a book then become one application form conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get ahead of. The Fire in the Minds of Men: Origins of the Revolutionary Faith giving you
yet another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better
life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably
be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?

Howard Martinez:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Fire in the Minds of Men:
Origins of the Revolutionary Faith can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out
of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these guides have than the others?

Tara Gamboa:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. From the book
Fire in the Minds of Men: Origins of the Revolutionary Faith we can get more advantage. Don't that you be
creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book Fire in the Minds of Men:
Origins of the Revolutionary Faith. You can more pleasing than now.

Gail Tate:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the Fire in the Minds of Men: Origins of the Revolutionary Faith when you required it?
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