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Compiling a pocket dictionary of musical terms at the turn into the 21st century is a bit like engaging in time
travel - the compiler, like the reader in turn, moves through literally centuries of terms, each with its own
relevance and use: slam dancing and classical ballet, heterophony and time-brackets, coloratura and circular
breathing, crumhorns and synthesizers. The reader is struck by the virtual panoply of musical worlds, and by
the specialized language each seems to require. The situation is not entirely confounding, however, for
although few speak all of these languages, all speak some. Terms from the so-called "common practice"
period, used with reference to the overarching musical development spanning Bach to Brahms, are surely the
best known. Rhythm, meter, melody, harmony, as musical "descriptors," derive from this era, and continue
to function as the basis for comparative understanding of music across time.Terms particular to both earlier
and later times are usually less familiar. Music of the pre-Christian era, like that of the Middle Ages and of
the Renaissance, is little understood without knowledge of the parallel worlds to which they are closely
allied. Music in these periods is frequently tied liturgy, poetry, period instruments, and social practices, all of
which show a fundamental integration of music in the lives of individuals contemporary with their times.
The present edition, fifth in a serious launched in 1905 by Theodore Baker and revised in subsequent
editions by the revered (and irreverent) Russian-born American lexicographer Nicolas Slonimsky, covers it
all. There are literally hundreds of terms, including many new additions from so-called "non-Western"
music, each defined in clear, succinct language and cross-referenced throughout. There's also a greatly
revised "Noteworthy Musicians" section, equally inclusive in its coverage of individuals representing such
diverse musical genres as classical, rock, and jazz.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremy Scott:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Schirmer Pronouncing Pocket Manual of Musical Terms your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging just about
every word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you
never get prior to. The Schirmer Pronouncing Pocket Manual of Musical Terms giving you one more
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful details for your better life with this
era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when
you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?

Katie Jones:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Schirmer Pronouncing Pocket Manual of
Musical Terms publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can
be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism Schirmer Pronouncing Pocket
Manual of Musical Terms as good book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one
reserve that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to
pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth
sense.

James Smith:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that.
What you must do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of
several books in the top list in your reading list is actually Schirmer Pronouncing Pocket Manual of Musical
Terms. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Rachel Kaufman:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the
library or to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
soul or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well
as can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Schirmer Pronouncing Pocket Manual of Musical Terms



can make you experience more interested to read.
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