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For most Canadians today, Labour Day is the last gasp of summer fun: the final long weekend before
returning to the everyday routine of work or school. But over its century-long history, there was much more
to the September holiday than just having a day off.

In The Workers' Festival, Craig Heron and Steve Penfold examine the complicated history of Labour Day
from its origins as a spectacle of skilled workers in the 1880s through its declaration as a national statutory
holiday in 1894 to its reinvention through the twentieth century. The holiday's inventors hoped to blend
labour solidarity, community celebration, and increased leisure time by organizing parades, picnics,
speeches, and other forms of respectable leisure. As the holiday has evolved, so too have the rituals, with
trade unionists embracing new forms of parading, negotiating, and bargaining, and other social groups re-
shaping it and making it their own. Heron and Penfold also examine how Labour Day's monopoly as the
workers' holiday has been challenged since its founding, with alternative festivals arising such as May Day
and International Women's Day.

The Workers' Festival ranges widely into many key themes of labour history - union politics and rivalries,
radical movements, religion (Catholic and Protestant), race and gender, and consumerism/leisure - as well as
cultural history - public celebration/urban procession, urban space and communication, and popular culture.
From St. John's to Victoria, the authors follow the century-long development of the holiday in all its varied
forms.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Speer:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be consider any time
those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Workers' Festival: A History of Labour Day in
Canada as the daily resource information.

Tessie Springfield:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare
time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have read is The
Workers' Festival: A History of Labour Day in Canada.

Kenneth Rogers:

The book untitled The Workers' Festival: A History of Labour Day in Canada contain a lot of information on
the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do
not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in
the new period of time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can keep reading your
smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.

Joan Morris:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the The Workers' Festival: A History of Labour Day in Canada when you essential it?
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