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At the turn of the century, an unprecedented attack on women erupted in virtually every aspect of culture:
literary, artistic, scientific, and philosophic. Throughout Europe and America, artists and intellectuals banded
together to portray women as static and unindividuated beings who functioned solely in a sexual and
reproductive capacity, thus formulating many of the anti-feminine platitudes that today still constrain
women's potential.
Bram Dijkstra's Idols of Perversity explores the nature and development of turn-of-the-century misogyny in
the works of hundreds of writers, artists, and scientists, including Zola, Strindberg, Wedekind, Henry James,
Rossetti, Renoir, Moreau, Klimt, Darwin, and Spencer. Dijkstra demonstrates that the most prejudicial
aspects of Evolutionary Theory helped to justify this wave of anti-feminine sentiment. The theory claimed
that the female of the species could not participate in the great evolutionary process that would guide the
intellectual male to his ultimate, predestined role as a disembodied spiritual essence. Darwinists argued that
women hindered this process by their willingness to lure men back to a sham paradise of erotic materialism.
To protect the male's continued evolution, artists and intellectuals produced a flood of pseudo-scientific
tracts, novels, and paintings which warned the world's males of the evils lying beneath the surface elegance
of woman's tempting skin.
Reproducing hundreds of pictures from the period and including in-depth discussions of such key works as
Dracula and Venus in Furs, this fascinating book not only exposes the crucial links between misogyny then
and now, but also connects it to the racism and anti-semitism that led to catastrophic genocidal delusions in
the first half of the twentieth century. Crossing the conventional boundaries of art history, sociology, the
history of scientific theory, and literary analysis, Dijkstra unveils a startling view of a grim and largely one-
sided war on women still being fought today.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Gavin:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Next to
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Idols of Perversity: Fantasies of Feminine Evil in
Fin-de-Siècle Culture (Oxford Paperbacks) will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if
you can know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It is far
from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book
with you?

Michael Auten:

This Idols of Perversity: Fantasies of Feminine Evil in Fin-de-Siècle Culture (Oxford Paperbacks) book is
not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading
this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper
a person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Idols of Perversity: Fantasies of Feminine Evil in
Fin-de-Siècle Culture (Oxford Paperbacks) without we realize teach the one who studying it become critical
in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry Idols of Perversity: Fantasies of Feminine Evil in Fin-de-
Siècle Culture (Oxford Paperbacks) can bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves'
become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Idols of Perversity:
Fantasies of Feminine Evil in Fin-de-Siècle Culture (Oxford Paperbacks) having excellent arrangement in
word as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Mary Alejandro:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its cover may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer may be Idols of Perversity: Fantasies of Feminine Evil in Fin-de-
Siècle Culture (Oxford Paperbacks) why because the great cover that make you consider about the content
will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Vincent Espinoza:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Idols of Perversity: Fantasies of Feminine Evil in
Fin-de-Siècle Culture (Oxford Paperbacks) or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After
you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for



teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case,
beside science guide, any other book likes Idols of Perversity: Fantasies of Feminine Evil in Fin-de-Siècle
Culture (Oxford Paperbacks) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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