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Why do painters sometimes wish they were poets--and why do poets sometimes wish they were painters?
What happens when Rembrandt spells out Hebrew in the sky or Poussin spells out Latin on a tombstone?
What happens when Virgil, Ovid, or Shakespeare suspend their plots to describe a fictitious painting? In
Mute Poetry, Speaking Pictures, Leonard Barkan explores such questions as he examines the deliciously
ambiguous history of the relationship between words and pictures, focusing on the period from antiquity to
the Renaissance but offering insights that also have much to say about modern art and literature.

The idea that a poem is like a picture has been a commonplace since at least ancient Greece, and writers and
artists have frequently discussed poetry by discussing painting, and vice versa, but their efforts raise more
questions than they answer. From Plutarch ("painting is mute poetry, poetry a speaking picture") to Horace
("as a picture, so a poem"), apparent clarity quickly leads to confusion about, for example, what qualities of
pictures are being urged upon poets or how pictorial properties can be converted into poetical ones.

The history of comparing and contrasting painting and poetry turns out to be partly a story of attempts to
promote one medium at the expense of the other. At the same time, analogies between word and image have
enabled writers and painters to think about and practice their craft. Ultimately, Barkan argues, this dialogue
is an expression of desire: the painter longs for the rich signification of language while the poet yearns for
the direct sensuousness of painting.
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From reader reviews:

Glenn Hancock:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Mute Poetry,
Speaking Pictures: (Essays in the Arts) to read.

Kimberly Wood:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Mute Poetry, Speaking Pictures: (Essays in the Arts)
as the daily resource information.

Ashley Davis:

The reserve with title Mute Poetry, Speaking Pictures: (Essays in the Arts) has lot of information that you
can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in new era of the glowbal
growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Donna Hoffmann:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to
you personally is Mute Poetry, Speaking Pictures: (Essays in the Arts) this publication consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer
made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.
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