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Religious beliefs and practices, which permeated all aspects of life in antiquity, traveled well-worn routes
throughout the Mediterranean: itinerant charismatic practitioners journeying from place to place peddled
their skills as healers, purifiers, cursers, and initiators; and vessels decorated with illustrations of myths
traveled with them. New gods encountered in foreign lands by merchants and conquerors were sometimes
taken home to be adapted and adopted. A full understanding of this complex spiritual world unfolds in
Religions of the Ancient World, the first basic reference work that collects and organizes available
information to offer an expansive, comparative perspective.

At once sweeping in scope and groundbreaking in format, the Guide eschews the usual encyclopedic
approach, instead presenting, side by side, materials from ten cultures and traditions. Thus specific beliefs,
cults, gods, and ritual practices that arose and developed in Mediterranean religions--of Egypt, Anatolia and
the Near East, Mesopotamia, Iran, Greece, and the Roman world, from the third millennium to the fourth
century C.E.--are interpreted in comparison with one another, and with reference to aspects that crisscross
cultural boundaries, such as Cosmology, Myth, Law and Ethics, and Magic. Written by leading scholars of
ancient religion, the essays in this guide sketch the various religious histories, raise central theoretical issues,
and examine individual topics such as Sacred Times and Spaces; Prayers, Hymns, Incantations, and Curses;
Sin, Pollution, and Purity; Death, the Afterlife, and Other Last Things; Divination and Prophecy; Deities and
Demons; and Sacred Texts and Canonicity.

Clearly and stylishly written, grandly illustrated, this comprehensive work welcomes readers as never before
into the diversity and interconnections of religion in the ancient world.
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From reader reviews:

Charity Reulet:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Religions of the Ancient World: A Guide (Harvard
University Press Reference Library). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we
know about how is important the book Religions of the Ancient World: A Guide (Harvard University Press
Reference Library). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely
right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will
be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can easily open a
book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to
go to the library. Let's read.

Charles Moreno:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What
did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question because just their
can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this kind of Religions of the Ancient World: A Guide (Harvard
University Press Reference Library) to read.

Donna Johnson:

Here thing why this Religions of the Ancient World: A Guide (Harvard University Press Reference Library)
are different and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Religions of the Ancient World: A Guide
(Harvard University Press Reference Library) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can
find any publication out there but there is no e-book that similar with Religions of the Ancient World: A
Guide (Harvard University Press Reference Library). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your
eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is possible
to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Religions of the Ancient World: A Guide
(Harvard University Press Reference Library) in e-book can be your alternate.

Victor Elias:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Religions of the Ancient World: A Guide
(Harvard University Press Reference Library) can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at
this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This



particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps
your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why
hesitate? We should have Religions of the Ancient World: A Guide (Harvard University Press Reference
Library).
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