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The myths and beliefs of the great pre-Columbian civilizations of Mesoamerica have baffled and
fascinated outsiders ever since the Spanish Conquest. Yet, until now, no single-volume introduction
has existed to act as a guide to this labyrinthine symbolic world.

The Gods and Symbols of Ancient Mexico and the Maya is the first-ever English-language dictionary of
Mesoamerican mythology and religion. Nearly 300 entries, from accession to yoke, describe the main gods
and symbols of the Olmecs, Zapotecs, Maya, Teotihuacanos, Mixtecs, Toltecs, and Aztecs. Topics range
from jaguar and jester gods to reptile eye and rubber, from creation accounts and sacred places to ritual
practices such as bloodletting, confession, dance, and pilgrimage. In addition, two introductory essays
provide succinct accounts of Mesoamerican history and religion, while a substantial bibliographical survey
directs the reader to original sources and recent discussions. Dictionary entries are illustrated with
photographs and specially commissioned line drawings. Mary Miller and Karl Taube draw on their research
in the fast-changing field of Maya studies, and on the latest Mexican discoveries, to produce an authoritative
work that will serve as a standard reference for students, scholars, and travelers. Photographs and
illustrations throughout
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From reader reviews:

Veronica Mei:

This book untitled An Illustrated Dictionary of the Gods and Symbols of Ancient Mexico and the Maya to be
one of several books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you
can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it
by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book,
as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-
book from your list.

Christopher Riley:

Typically the book An Illustrated Dictionary of the Gods and Symbols of Ancient Mexico and the Maya will
bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique.
When you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book An Illustrated
Dictionary of the Gods and Symbols of Ancient Mexico and the Maya is much recommended to you to learn.
You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Helen Tate:

The actual book An Illustrated Dictionary of the Gods and Symbols of Ancient Mexico and the Maya has a
lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored
by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of
book very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Natalie Althoff:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually An Illustrated Dictionary of the Gods and Symbols of Ancient
Mexico and the Maya why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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