
Kiddie Lit: The Cultural Construction of
Children's Literature in America

Professor Beverly Lyon Clark

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0801869005
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0801869005
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0801869005


Kiddie Lit: The Cultural Construction of Children's Literature
in America

Professor Beverly Lyon Clark

Kiddie Lit: The Cultural Construction of Children's Literature in America Professor Beverly Lyon
Clark

The popularity of the Harry Potter books among adults and the critical acclaim these young adult fantasies
have received may seem like a novel literary phenomenon. In the nineteenth century, however, readers
considered both Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn as works of literature equally for children and adults;
only later was the former relegated to the category of "boys' books" while the latter, even as it was
canonized, came frequently to be regarded as unsuitable for young readers. Adults -- women and men -- wept
over Little Women. And America's most prestigious literary journals regularly reviewed books written for
both children and their parents. This egalitarian approach to children's literature changed with the emergence
of literary studies as a scholarly discipline at the turn of the twentieth century. Academics considered
children's books an inferior literature and beneath serious consideration.

In Kiddie Lit, Beverly Lyon Clark explores the marginalization of children's literature in America -- and its
recent possible reintegration -- both within the academy and by the mainstream critical establishment.
Tracing the reception of works by Mark Twain, Louisa May Alcott, Lewis Carroll, Frances Hodgson
Burnett, L. Frank Baum, Walt Disney, and J. K. Rowling, Clark reveals fundamental shifts in the assessment
of the literary worth of books beloved by both children and adults, whether written for boys or girls. While
uncovering the institutional underpinnings of this transition, Clark also attributes it to changing American
attitudes toward childhood itself, a cultural resistance to the intrinsic value of childhood expressed through
sentimentality, condescension, and moralizing.

Clark's engaging and enlightening study of the critical disregard for children's books since the end of the
nineteenth century -- which draws on recent scholarship in gender, cultural, and literary studies -- offers
provocative new insights into the history of both children's literature and American literature in general, and
forcefully argues that the books our children read and love demand greater respect.
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca West:

The actual book Kiddie Lit: The Cultural Construction of Children's Literature in America will bring you to
the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to
find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book Kiddie Lit: The Cultural Construction of
Children's Literature in America is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Justin Oliver:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
Kiddie Lit: The Cultural Construction of Children's Literature in America the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get just before. The Kiddie Lit: The Cultural Construction of Children's Literature in
America giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful info for
your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and
mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Jeff Weaver:

This Kiddie Lit: The Cultural Construction of Children's Literature in America is brand-new way for you
who has intense curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting
deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in
reading this Kiddie Lit: The Cultural Construction of Children's Literature in America can be the light food
for you because the information inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone. These books create
itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think that
in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not any in
reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So ,
don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.

Angel Sullivan:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. Within this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
Kiddie Lit: The Cultural Construction of Children's Literature in America when you essential it?
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