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Avant-garde art between 1910 and 1950 is well known for its use of "primitive" imagery, often borrowed
from traditional cultures in Africa and Oceania. Less recognized, however, is the use United States artists
made of Native American art, myth, and ritual to craft a specifically American Modernist art. In this
groundbreaking study, W. Jackson Rushing comprehensively explores the process by which Native
American iconography was appropriated, transformed, and embodied in American avant-garde art of the
Modernist period. Writing from the dual perspectives of cultural and art history, Rushing shows how national
exhibitions of Native American art influenced such artists, critics, and patrons as Marsden Hartley, John
Sloan, Mabel Dodge Luhan, Robert Henri, John Marin, Adolph Gottlieb, Barnett Newman, and especially
Jackson Pollock, whose legendary drip paintings he convincingly links with the curative sand paintings of
the Navajo. He traces the avant-garde adoption of Native American cultural forms to anxiety over
industrialism and urbanism, post-World War I "return to roots" nationalism, the New Deal search for
American strengths and values, and the notion of the "dark" Jungian unconscious current in the 1940s.
Through its interdisciplinary approach, this book underscores the fact that even abstract art springs from
specific cultural and political motivations and sources. Its message is especially timely, for Euro-American
society is once again turning to Native American cultures for lessons on how to integrate our lives with the
land, with tradition, and with the sacred.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Anderson:

The book Native American Art and the New York Avant-Garde: A History of Cultural Primitivism
(American Studies) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot
more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem using
your subject. If you can make examining a book Native American Art and the New York Avant-Garde: A
History of Cultural Primitivism (American Studies) to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like
add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know
everything if you like open and read a guide Native American Art and the New York Avant-Garde: A
History of Cultural Primitivism (American Studies). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book
or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Ryan Moore:

This Native American Art and the New York Avant-Garde: A History of Cultural Primitivism (American
Studies) are generally reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The
explanation of this Native American Art and the New York Avant-Garde: A History of Cultural Primitivism
(American Studies) can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading
through food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is
usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed
people. Beside that this Native American Art and the New York Avant-Garde: A History of Cultural
Primitivism (American Studies) giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test
of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Oliver Whitley:

Native American Art and the New York Avant-Garde: A History of Cultural Primitivism (American Studies)
can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this
reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit
entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing Native American Art and the New York Avant-Garde: A History of
Cultural Primitivism (American Studies) yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and
based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can certainly
drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Michael Spicer:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that



need more time to be examine. Native American Art and the New York Avant-Garde: A History of Cultural
Primitivism (American Studies) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those
short time problems.
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