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In this fast-paced information age, how can Americans know what's really important and what's just a
passing fashion? Now more than ever, we need a source that concisely sums up the knowledge that matters
to Americans -- the people, places, ideas, and events that shape our cultural conversation. With more than six
thousand entries,The New Dictionary of Cultural Literacy is that invaluable source.
Wireless technology. Gene therapy. NAFTA. In addition to the thousands of terms described in the original
Dictionary of Cultural Literacy, here are more than five hundred new entries to bring Americans' bank of
essential knowledge up to date. The original entries have been fully revised to reflect recent changes in world
history and politics, American literature, and, especially, science and technology. Cultural icons that have
stood the test of time (Odysseus, Leaves of Grass, Cleopatra, the Taj Mahal, D-Day) appear alongside entries
on such varied concerns as cryptography, the digital divide, the European Union, Kwanzaa, pheromones,
SPAM, Type A and Type B personalities, Web browsers, and much, much more.
As our world becomes more global and interconnected, it grows smaller through the terms and touchstones
that unite us. As E. D. Hirsch writes in the preface, "Community is built up of shared knowledge and values
-- the same shared knowledge that is taken for granted when we read a book or newspaper, and that is also
taken for granted as part of the fabric that connects us to one another." A delicious concoction of information
for anyone who wants to be in the know, The New Dictionary of Cultural Literacy brilliantly confirms once
again that it is "an excellent piece of work . . . stimulating and enlightening" (New York Times) -- the most
definitive and comprehensive family sourcebook of its kind.
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From reader reviews:

Wanda Matthews:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled The New Dictionary of Cultural Literacy: What Every
American Needs to Know. Try to the actual book The New Dictionary of Cultural Literacy: What Every
American Needs to Know as your close friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you really feel
alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case.
The book makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Brian Price:

Within other case, little folks like to read book The New Dictionary of Cultural Literacy: What Every
American Needs to Know. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know
about how is important the book The New Dictionary of Cultural Literacy: What Every American Needs to
Know. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because
from book you can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a
book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to
go to the library. Let's go through.

Geraldine Davis:

The book untitled The New Dictionary of Cultural Literacy: What Every American Needs to Know is the
guide that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
writer was did a lot of study when write the book, hence the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The New Dictionary of Cultural Literacy: What Every
American Needs to Know from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Robert Schrader:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The New Dictionary of Cultural
Literacy: What Every American Needs to Know can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you
know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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