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In Cold Fear: The Catcher in the Rye Censorship Controversies and Postwar American Character Pamela
Hunt Steinle

In Cold Fear examines the censorship controversies over J. D. Salinger’s The Catcher in the Rye as a cultural
debate occurring across America, 1954-present. Catcher presents a narrative in which adolescent embrace of
American ideals of individualism and egalitarianism lead to criticism and rejection of dominant postwar
social practices—a narrative as threatening to some adults as it is heartening to others. Attempts to remove
Catcher from high schools as an "un-American" text have generated continuous and extensive controversy,
distinguishing it as one of the most frequently taught postwar novels—and the most frequently censored.

Treating Catcher as a cultural Rorschach test, In Cold Fear tracks debate discourse in open-ended interviews,
public media, editorial letters, and in school board and community meetings in Alabama, California, New
Mexico, and Virginia. Debate participants express common agreement with Salinger’s critique of postwar
American life but divide over whether adolescents should be either exposed to or protected from this
perspective. The peculiar angst of the debate is explained by participants’ articulation of a wizening of the
American spirit: a declining vision of American exceptionalism, recognition of social powerlessness, and
fearfulness of an uncertain American future rooted in the threat of nuclear annihilation.

In Cold Fear provides historical post-holes for understanding how differing audiences interpreted Catcher
and offers a suggestive context for understanding the contemporary anxieties of America’s "troubled teens."
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From reader reviews:

Eddie Horton:

With other case, little people like to read book IN COLD FEAR: THE CATCHER IN THE RYE
CENSORSHIP CONTRO. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we
know about how is important any book IN COLD FEAR: THE CATCHER IN THE RYE CENSORSHIP
CONTRO. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely
right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign
or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this
era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when
you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Elizabeth Jamerson:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name IN COLD FEAR:
THE CATCHER IN THE RYE CENSORSHIP CONTRO suitable to you? The book was written by well
known writer in this era. The book untitled IN COLD FEAR: THE CATCHER IN THE RYE CENSORSHIP
CONTROis the one of several books in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many
people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand
the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you to see
the represented of the world in this book.

Leola Grant:

You may spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This IN COLD FEAR: THE CATCHER IN THE
RYE CENSORSHIP CONTRO is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train
and also soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It
is make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Cynthia Necaise:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This IN COLD FEAR: THE CATCHER IN
THE RYE CENSORSHIP CONTRO can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so
out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these textbooks have than the others?
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