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Alan Nadel's provocative new book reminds us that most of the images on early TV were decidedly
Caucasian and directed at predominantly white audiences. Television did not invent whiteness for America,
but it did reinforce it as the norm particularly during the Cold War years. Nadel now shows just how
instrumental it was in constructing a narrow, conservative, and very white vision of America.

Nadel depicts a time when television effectively hijacked and monopolized the nation's vision of itself to
create a virtual but severely distorted civic space. On Cold War TV's three channels there were no double
beds, no liberated housewives, no social criticism, and no homosexuality. And the few available black faces
overwhelmingly belonged to athletes, musical entertainers, and actors playing menial roles. Even America's
beloved Walt Disney promoted his highly popular TV and theme-park versions of society as utterly
homogeneous representations of reality.

During this era, prime-time TV was dominated by "adult westerns," with heroes like The Rebel's Johnny
Yuma reincarnating southern values and Bonanza's Cartwright family reinforcing the notion of white
patriarchy programs that, Nadel shows, bristled with Cold War messages even as they spoke to the nation's
mythology. America had become visually reconfigured as a vast Ponderosa, crisscrossed by concrete
highways designed to carry suburban white drivers beyond the moral challenge of racism and racial poverty
and increasingly vocal civil rights demands.

Television in Black-and-White America revisits a time and space that some might miss for its simplicity and
relative innocence. Nadel, however, entreats us to look beyond such nostalgia to see how, even in its earliest
days, television had already become a powerful mediator of social norms that both controlled and warped our
sense of reality.
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From reader reviews:

Oliver Gerling:

This Television in Black-and-White America: Race and National Identity (Culture America) are generally
reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this Television in Black-
and-White America: Race and National Identity (Culture America) can be among the great books you must
have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you actually with
information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere
and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Television in Black-and-
White America: Race and National Identity (Culture America) forcing you to have an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your
day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Monica Bonner:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
Television in Black-and-White America: Race and National Identity (Culture America) your brain will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your
mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation that
will maybe you never get just before. The Television in Black-and-White America: Race and National
Identity (Culture America) giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also
giving you useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is
your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do
you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Bruce Herrera:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
study a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The Television in Black-and-White America: Race and National Identity
(Culture America) offer you a new experience in studying a book.

Gilbert Phillips:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in
the top record in your reading list is actually Television in Black-and-White America: Race and National



Identity (Culture America). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
getting precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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