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We are the unwilling, led by the unqualified, doing the unnecessary for the ungrateful
—from an engraving on a Vietnam-era Zippo lighter
 
In 1965, journalist Morley Safer followed the United States Marines on a search and destroy mission into
Cam Ne. When the Marines he accompanied reached the village, they ordered the civilians there to evacuate
their homes—grass huts whose thatched roofs they set ablaze with Zippo lighters. Safer’s report on the event
soon aired on CBS and was among the first to paint a harrowing portrait of the War in Vietnam. LBJ
responded to the segment furiously, accusing Safer of having “shat on the American flag.” For the first time
since World War II, American boys in uniform had been portrayed as murderers instead of liberators. Our
perception of the war—and the Zippo lighter—would never be the same.

But as this stunning book attests, the Zippo was far more than an instrument of death and destruction. For the
American soldiers who wielded them, they were a vital form of social protest as well. Vietnam Zippos
showcases the engravings made by U.S. soldiers on their lighters during the height of the conflict, from 1965
to 1973. In a real-life version of the psychedelic war portrayed in Francis Ford Coppola’s Apocalypse Now,
Sherry Buchanan tells the fascinating story of how the humble Zippo became a talisman and companion for
American GIs during their tours of duty. Through a dazzling array of images, we see how Zippo lighters
were used during the war, and we discover how they served as a canvas for both personal and political
expression during the Age of Aquarius, engraved with etchings of peace signs and marijuana leaves and
slogans steeped in all the rock lyrics, sound bites, combat slang, and antiwar mottos of the time.

Death from Above. Napalm Sticks to Kids. I Love You Mom, From a Lonely Paratrooper. The engravings
gathered in this copiously illustrated volume are at once searing, caustic, and moving, running the full
emotional spectrum with both sardonic reflections—I Love the Fucking Army and the Army Loves Fucking
Me—and poignant maxims—When the Power of Love Overcomes the Love of Power, the World Will Know
Peace. Part pop art and part military artifact, they collectively capture the large moods of the sixties and the
darkest days of Vietnam—all through the world of the tiny Zippo.
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From reader reviews:

Henry Robinson:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Vietnam Zippos: American Soldiers'
Engravings and Stories (1965-1973) as the daily resource information.

Rose Waldman:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will get
lots of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is usually Vietnam Zippos: American Soldiers' Engravings and Stories (1965-1973).

Mark Garcia:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Vietnam Zippos:
American Soldiers' Engravings and Stories (1965-1973) which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's view.

Gertrude Ponder:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the Vietnam Zippos: American Soldiers' Engravings and Stories (1965-1973) when you needed it?
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