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The color of clothing, the width of shoe laces, a pierced ear, certain brands of sneakers, the braiding of hair
and many other features have long been seen as indicators of gang involvement. But it’s not just what is
worn, it’s how: a hat tilted to the left or right, creases in pants, an ironed shirt not tucked in, baggy pants. For
those who live in inner cities with a heavy gang presence, such highly stylized rules are not simply about
fashion, but markers of "who you claim," that is, who one affiliates with, and how one wishes to be seen.

In this carefully researched ethnographic account, Robert Garot provides rich descriptions and compelling
stories to demonstrate that gang identity is a carefully coordinated performance with many nuanced rules of
style and presentation, and that gangs, like any other group or institution, must be constantly performed into
being. Garot spent four years in and around one inner city alternative school in Southern California,
conducting interviews and hanging out with students, teachers, and administrators. He shows that these
young people are not simply scary thugs who always have been and always will be violent criminals, but that
they constantly modulate ways of talking, walking, dressing, writing graffiti, wearing make-up, and hiding or
revealing tattoos as ways to play with markers of identity. They obscure, reveal, and provide contradictory
signals on a continuum, moving into, through, and out of gang affiliations as they mature, drop out, or
graduate. Who You Claim provides a rare look into young people’s understandings of the meanings and
contexts in which the magic of such identity work is made manifest.
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From reader reviews:

Vicki Shah:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Who You Claim: Performing Gang Identity in
School and on the Streets (Alternative Criminology) as your daily resource information.

Michael Watkins:

This Who You Claim: Performing Gang Identity in School and on the Streets (Alternative Criminology) is
great e-book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with
world and still have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using
great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you
can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core
information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Who You Claim: Performing Gang Identity in
School and on the Streets (Alternative Criminology) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts
in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen
moment right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do
you still doubt that?

Thomas Rojas:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Who You Claim: Performing Gang
Identity in School and on the Streets (Alternative Criminology) is simple to bring you can read it in the
recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual
printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your
smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Diana Keller:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul
or real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Who You Claim: Performing Gang Identity in School and on the



Streets (Alternative Criminology) can make you experience more interested to read.
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