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This book is a selective and fascinating history of scientific speculation about intelligent extraterrestrial life.
From Plutarch to Stephen Hawking, some of the most prominent western scientists have had quite detailed
perceptions and misperceptions about alien civilizations: Johannes Kepler, fresh from transforming
astronomy with his work on the shape of planetary orbits, was quite sure alien engineers on the moon were
excavating circular pits to provide shelter; Christiaan Huygens, the most prominent physical scientist
between Galileo and Newton, dismissed Kepler's speculations, but used the laws of probability to prove that
"planetarians" on other worlds are much like humans, and had developed a sense of the visual arts; Carl
Sagan sees clearly that Huygens is a biological chauvinist, but doesn't see as clearly that he, Sagan, may be a
cultural/technological chauvinist when he assumes aliens have highly developed technology like ours, but
better.
Basalla traces the influence of one speculation on the next, showing an unbroken but twisting chain of ideas
passed from one scientist to the next, and from science to popular culture. He even traces the influence of
popular culture on science--Sagan always admitted how much E. R. Burroughs' Martian novels influenced
his speculations about Mars. Throughout, Basalla weaves his theme that scientific belief in and search for
extraterrestrial civilizations is a complex impulse, part secularized-religious, and part anthropomorphic. He
questions the common modern scientific reasoning that life converges on intelligence, and intelligence
converges on one science valid everywhere. He ends the book by agreeing with Stephen Hawking (usually a
safe bet) that intelligence is overrated for survival in the universe, and that we are most likely alone.
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From reader reviews:

Marilyn Apperson:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Civilized Life in the Universe:
Scientists on Intelligent Extraterrestrials will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading some sort
of book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for
best book or appropriate book with you?

Margarita Toman:

The reason why? Because this Civilized Life in the Universe: Scientists on Intelligent Extraterrestrials is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret
that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable
way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your talent
and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will go to
the e-book store hurriedly.

Ida Hamilton:

Civilized Life in the Universe: Scientists on Intelligent Extraterrestrials can be one of your beginner books
that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that
will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing
Civilized Life in the Universe: Scientists on Intelligent Extraterrestrials however doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Stephen Redmond:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those books have many
advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. Through the book
Civilized Life in the Universe: Scientists on Intelligent Extraterrestrials we can acquire more advantage.
Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the
best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with that book Civilized
Life in the Universe: Scientists on Intelligent Extraterrestrials. You can more desirable than now.
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