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The mysteries of the ancient Chinese text known as the I Ching continue to fascinate scholars and enthusiasts
alike. While sinologists rely on historical criticism to explain the meaning of the work, those who use it for
divination tend to accept without question the traditional account of its origin and purpose. Whereas modern
scholars are generally dismissive of the book's reputed mystical significance, traditionalists often resent
academic research into the oracle because it seems irreverent or iconoclastic. In The Mandate of Heaven, S.
J. Marshall sets out to reconcile these opposing approaches. He plumbs the book's numerous, hidden
historical references, reading them against other sources, and discovers that the oracle has far more narrative
integrity and basis in historical fact than anyone has previously appreciated.

The Mandate of Heaven focuses on the story of the I Ching's origins. The book is attributed to King Wen,
who died before he could succeed in overthrowing the tyrannical Shang dynasty. His son, King Wu,
eventually triumphed over the Shang and established the Zhou dynasty as the legitimate royal house.
According to the tradition, these events are in some ways alluded to in the earliest layer of commentary in
the I Ching, but no sound historical basis has been discovered to substantiate this claim. Consequently, since
the 1930s sinologists have discounted the value of this tradition. Marshall uncovers an account of Wu's
conquest in an important, previously overlooked passage that tells of a solar eclipse believed by the King to
have been an omen from Heaven to immediately march against the Shang. Marshall is able to match this
account with a scientifically verified solar eclipse that took place on June 20, 1070 B.C., just one of his many
historical readings that show how the earliest layer of the I Ching has preserved a hidden history that has
remained undetected for three millennia.
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From reader reviews:

Velma Stuart:

Here thing why that The Mandate of Heaven are different and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at
a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delicious as food
or not. The Mandate of Heaven giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide
out there but there is no book that similar with The Mandate of Heaven. It gives you thrill reading through
journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is might
be can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your
technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form
of The Mandate of Heaven in e-book can be your choice.

Jenni Roberts:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Mandate of Heaven as your daily resource information.

Callie Allen:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a book you
can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The The
Mandate of Heaven offer you a new experience in looking at a book.

Jeffrey Blough:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
From the book The Mandate of Heaven we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To
become creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with your
aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book The Mandate of Heaven. You can more desirable than
now.
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