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The Metaphysical Club is the winner of the 2002 Pulitzer Prize for History.

A riveting, original book about the creation of modern American thought.

The Metaphysical Club was an informal group that met in Cambridge, Massachusetts, in 1872, to talk about
ideas. Its members included Oliver Well Holmes, Jr., future associate justice of the United States Supreme
Court; William James, the father of modern American psychology; and Charles Sanders Peirce, logician,
scientist, and the founder of semiotics. The Club was probably in existence for about nine months. No
records were kept. The one thing we know that came out of it was an idea -- an idea about ideas. This book is
the story of that idea.

Holmes, James, and Peirce all believed that ideas are not things "out there" waiting to be discovered but are
tools people invent -- like knives and forks and microchips -- to make their way in the world. They thought
that ideas are produced not by individuals, but by groups of individuals -- that ideas are social. They do not
develop according to some inner logic of their own but are entirely depent -- like germs -- on their human
carriers and environment. And they thought that the survival of any idea deps not on its immutability but on
its adaptability.

The Metaphysical Club is written in the spirit of this idea about ideas. It is not a history of philosophy but an
absorbing narrative about personalities and social history, a story about America. It begins with the Civil
War and s in 1919 with Justice Holmes's dissenting opinion in the case of U.S. v. Abrams-the basis for the
constitutional law of free speech. The first four sections of the book focus on Holmes, James, Peirce, and
their intellectual heir, John Dewey. The last section discusses some of the fundamental twentieth-century
ideas they are associated with. This is a book about a way of thinking that changed American life."
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From reader reviews:

Charlotte Maas:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific The Metaphysical
Club: A Story of Ideas in America book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Debra Davis:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can help
men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Metaphysical Club: A Story of Ideas in
America book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the data in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Christine Knox:

The reason why? Because this The Metaphysical Club: A Story of Ideas in America is an unordinary book
that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So ,
it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will
give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Jamila Coles:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This e-book The Metaphysical Club: A Story of Ideas in America was filled in relation to science.
Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has distinct
feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to
read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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