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With the emergence of Hindu nationalism, the conversion of Indians to Christianity has become a volatile
issue, erupting in violence against converts and missionaries. At the height of British colonialism, however,
conversion was a path to upward mobility for low-castes and untouchables, especially in the Tamil-speaking
south of India. In this book, Eliza F. Kent takes a fresh look at these conversions, focusing especially on the
experience of women converts and the ways in which conversion transformed gender roles and expectations.
Kent argues that the creation of a new, "respectable" community identity was central to the conversion
process for the agricultural laborers and artisans who embraced Protestant Christianity under British rule. At
the same time, she shows, this new identity was informed as much by elite Sanskritic customs and ideologies
as by Western Christian discourse. Stigmatized by the dominant castes for their ritually polluting occupations
and relaxed rules governing kinship and marriage, low-caste converts sought to validate their new higher-
status identity in part by the reform of gender relations. These reforms affected ideals of femininity and
masculinity in the areas of marriage, domesticity, and dress. By the creation of a "discourse of
respectability," says Kent, Tamil Christians hoped to counter the cultural justifications for their social,
economic, and sexual exploitation at the hands of high-caste landowners and village elites. Kent's focus on
the interactions between Western women missionaries and the Indian Christian women not only adds depth
to our understanding of colonial and patriarchal power dynamics, but to the intricacies of conversion itself.
Posing an important challenge to normative notions of conversion as a privatized, individual moment in time,
Kent's study takes into consideration the ways that public behavior, social status, and the transformation of
everyday life inform religious conversion.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Resnick:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
today, people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this Converting Women: Gender and
Protestant Christianity in Colonial South India book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Carrie Hunter:

The book with title Converting Women: Gender and Protestant Christianity in Colonial South India has a lot
of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book
exist new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring
you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the
item anywhere you want.

Irma Kellner:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know
that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Different categories
of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Converting Women: Gender and
Protestant Christianity in Colonial South India.

George Privette:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. With
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the Converting Women: Gender and Protestant Christianity in Colonial South India when you
necessary it?
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