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In this pathbreaking book, Amy Zegart provides the first scholarly examination of the intelligence failures
that preceded September 11. Until now, those failures have been attributed largely to individual mistakes.
But Zegart shows how and why the intelligence system itself left us vulnerable.

Zegart argues that after the Cold War ended, the CIA and FBI failed to adapt to the rise of terrorism. She
makes the case by conducting painstaking analysis of more than three hundred intelligence reform
recommendations and tracing the history of CIA and FBI counterterrorism efforts from 1991 to 2001,
drawing extensively from declassified government documents and interviews with more than seventy high-
ranking government officials. She finds that political leaders were well aware of the emerging terrorist
danger and the urgent need for intelligence reform, but failed to achieve the changes they sought. The same
forces that have stymied intelligence reform for decades are to blame: resistance inside U.S. intelligence
agencies, the rational interests of politicians and career bureaucrats, and core aspects of our democracy such
as the fragmented structure of the federal government. Ultimately failures of adaptation led to failures of
performance. Zegart reveals how longstanding organizational weaknesses left unaddressed during the 1990s
prevented the CIA and FBI from capitalizing on twenty-three opportunities to disrupt the September 11 plot.

Spying Blind is a sobering account of why two of America's most important intelligence agencies failed to
adjust to new threats after the Cold War, and why they are unlikely to adapt in the future.
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From reader reviews:

Alice Rodriguez:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the book untitled Spying Blind: The CIA, the FBI, and the Origins of 9/11 can be great book to
read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Larry Gregg:

The reason why? Because this Spying Blind: The CIA, the FBI, and the Origins of 9/11 is an unordinary
book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes
the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot
of positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

David Mathews:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
Spying Blind: The CIA, the FBI, and the Origins of 9/11 your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every
word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you
never get before. The Spying Blind: The CIA, the FBI, and the Origins of 9/11 giving you yet another
experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life in
this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going to be pleased
when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare
time activity?

Kimberly Hogan:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just



looking for the Spying Blind: The CIA, the FBI, and the Origins of 9/11 when you essential it?
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