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Demonstrating the extraordinary versatility of African-American men's writing since the 1970s, this forceful
collection illustrates how African-American male novelists and playwrights have absorbed, challenged, and
expanded the conventions of black American writing and, with it, black male identity. From the "John Henry
Syndrome" - a definition of black masculinity based on brute strength or violence - to the submersion of
black gay identity under equations of gay with white and black with straight, the African-American male in
literature and drama has traditionally been characterized in ways that confine and silence him.
"Contemporary Black Men's Fiction and Drama" identifies the forces that limit black male discourse,
including traditions established by iconic African-American male authors such as James Baldwin, Richard
Wright, and Ralph Ellison. This thoughtful volume also shows how contemporary black male authors use
their narratives to put forward new ways of being and knowing that foster a more complete sense of self and
more humane and open ways of communicating with and relating to others. In the work of Charles Johnson,
Ernest Gaines, and August Wilson, contributors find paths toward broader, less rigid ideas of what black
literature can be, what the connections among individual and communal resistance can be, and how black
men can transcend the imprisoning models of hypermasculinity promoted by American culture. Seeking
greater spiritual connection with the past, John Edgar Wideman returns to the folk rituals of his family, while
Melvin Dixon and Brent Wade reclaim African roots and traditions. Ishmael Reed struggles with a
contemporary cultural oppression that he sees as an insidious echo of slavery, while Clarence Major's
experimental writing suggests how black men might reclaim their own voices in a culture that silences them.
Taking in a wide range of critical, theoretical, cultural, gender, and sexual concerns, "Contemporary Black
Men's Fiction and Drama" provides provocative new readings of a broad range of contemporary writers.
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From reader reviews:

Helga Lever:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Contemporary Black
Men's Fiction and Drama? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside you can
spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion
or you have additional opinion?

Carlos Wesley:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Contemporary Black Men's Fiction and Drama will
make you to become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about anything. But
some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun.
Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate book with you?

Patricia Clay:

The feeling that you get from Contemporary Black Men's Fiction and Drama is a more deep you looking the
information that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to understand but Contemporary Black Men's Fiction and Drama giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read this
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We recommend you for having this particular Contemporary Black Men's Fiction and Drama
instantly.

Wayne McKnight:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Contemporary Black Men's Fiction and Drama this publication consist a lot
of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the
world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the
writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.
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