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"An institution is the lengthened shadow of one man," Ralph Waldo Emerson once wrote--and in this book,
the leading scholar of New England literary culture looks at the long shadow Emerson himself has cast, and
at his role and significance as a truly American institution. On the occasion of Emerson's 200th birthday,
Lawrence Buell revisits the life of the nation's first public intellectual and discovers how he became a
"representative man."

Born into the age of inspired amateurism that emerged from the ruins of pre-revolutionary political,
religious, and cultural institutions, Emerson took up the challenge of thinking about the role of the United
States alone and in the world. With characteristic authority and grace, Buell conveys both the style and
substance of Emerson's accomplishment--in his conception of America as the transplantation of Englishness
into the new world, and in his prodigious work as writer, religious thinker, and philosopher. Here we see
clearly the paradoxical key to his success, the fierce insistence on independence that acted so magnetically
upon all around him. Steeped in Emerson's writings, and in the life and lore of the America of his day,
Buell's book is as individual--and as compelling--as its subject. At a time when Americans and non-
Americans alike are struggling to understand what this country is, and what it is about, Emerson gives us an
answer in the figure of this representative American, an American for all, and for all times.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Berg:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or
something that they don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book Emerson. All
type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social
media.

Jeremy Hutchings:

Here thing why this particular Emerson are different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book
is good but it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not.
Emerson giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any publication out there but
there is no reserve that similar with Emerson. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your
own personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be happened
around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by
train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Emerson in e-book
can be your choice.

Melissa Fanning:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books
in the top collection in your reading list is definitely Emerson. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry
Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can
get many advantages.

Michelle Shaw:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but novel and Emerson or even others sources were given expertise
for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was
created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge.
In various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Emerson to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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