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In New Orleans, Hanukkah means decorating your door with a menorah made of hominy grits. Latkes in
Texas are seasoned with cilantro and cayenne pepper. Children in Cincinnati sing Hanukkah songs and eat
oranges and ice cream. While each tradition springs from its own unique set of cultural references, what ties
them together is that they all celebrate a holiday that is different in America than it is any place else. For the
past two hundred years, American Jews have been transforming the ancient holiday of Hanukkah from a
simple occasion into something grand. Each year, as they retell its story and enact its customs, they bring
their ever-changing perspectives and desires to its celebration. Providing an attractive alternative to the
Christian dominated December, rabbis and lay people alike have addressed contemporary hopes by
fashioning an authentically Jewish festival that blossomed in their American world.
 
The ways in which Hanukkah was reshaped by American Jews reveals the changing goals and values that
emerged among different contingents each December as they confronted the reality of living as a religious
minority in the United States. Bringing together clergy and laity, artists and businessmen, teachers, parents,
and children, Hanukkah has been a dynamic force for both stability and change in American Jewish life. The
holiday’s distinctive transformation from a minor festival to a major occasion that looms large in the
American Jewish psyche is a marker of American Jewish life. Drawing on a varied archive of songs, plays,
liturgy, sermons, and a range of illustrative material, as well as developing portraits of various communities,
congregations, and rabbis, Hanukkah in America reveals how an almost forgotten festival became the most
visible of American Jewish holidays.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Russell:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Hanukkah in America: A History
(Goldstein-Goren Series in American Jewish History) book because book offers you rich details and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.

Jack Johnson:

This Hanukkah in America: A History (Goldstein-Goren Series in American Jewish History) are reliable for
you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this Hanukkah in America: A
History (Goldstein-Goren Series in American Jewish History) can be one of the great books you must have
will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with information that maybe will
shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Hanukkah in America: A History (Goldstein-
Goren Series in American Jewish History) giving you an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's
have it and revel in reading.

Robert Jackson:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get lot of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will
say absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity
do you possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically
the book you have read is Hanukkah in America: A History (Goldstein-Goren Series in American Jewish
History).

Hector Medlin:

The book untitled Hanukkah in America: A History (Goldstein-Goren Series in American Jewish History)
contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very
clear and understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to read this
book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition



to order it. Have a nice learn.
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