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Operation Barbarossa, Hitler's plan for invading the Soviet Union, has by now become a familiar tale of
overreach, with the Germans blinded to their coming defeat by their initial victory, and the Soviet Union
pushing back from the brink of destruction with courageous exploits both reckless and relentless. And while
much of this version of the story is true, Frank Ellis tells us in Barbarossa 1941, it also obscures several
important historical truths that alter our understanding of the campaign. In this new and intensive
investigation of Operation Barbarossa, Ellis draws on a wealth of documents declassified over the past
twenty years to challenge the conventional treatment of a critical chapter in the history of World War II.

Ellis's close reading of an exceptionally wide range of German and Russian sources leads to a reevaluation of
Soviet intelligence assessments of Hitler's intentions; Stalin's complicity in his nation's slippage into
existential slaughter; and the influence of the Stalinist regime's reputation for brutality—and a fear of Stalin's
expansionist inclinations—on the launching and execution of Operation Barbarossa. Ellis revisits two major
controversies relating to Barbarossa—the Soviet pre-emptive strike thesis put forward in Viktor Suvorov's
book Icebreaker; and the view of the infamous Commissar Order, dictating the execution of a large group of
Soviet POWs, as a unique piece of Nazi malevolence. Ellis also analyzes the treatment of Barbarossa in the
work of three Soviet-Russian writers—Vasilii Grossman, Alexander Bek, and Konstantin Simonov—and in
the first-ever translation of the diary kept by a German soldier in 20th Panzer Division, brings the campaign
back to the daily realities of dangers and frustrations encountered by German troops.
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From reader reviews:

Amy Mueller:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important usually. The book Barbarossa 1941: Reframing Hitler's Invasion of Stalin's Soviet
Empire (Modern War Studies) seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you
can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication Barbarossa 1941: Reframing
Hitler's Invasion of Stalin's Soviet Empire (Modern War Studies) is not only giving you more new
information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time
to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book Barbarossa 1941: Reframing Hitler's Invasion of
Stalin's Soviet Empire (Modern War Studies). You never really feel lose out for everything in case you read
some books.

Patricia Stokes:

This book untitled Barbarossa 1941: Reframing Hitler's Invasion of Stalin's Soviet Empire (Modern War
Studies) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this
reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you
can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this
book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this
guide from your list.

Aida Zambrana:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Barbarossa 1941: Reframing
Hitler's Invasion of Stalin's Soviet Empire (Modern War Studies), you may enjoy both. It is good
combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout
men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Teresa Randall:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Barbarossa 1941: Reframing Hitler's
Invasion of Stalin's Soviet Empire (Modern War Studies) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your
current skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you
enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for
you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the book Barbarossa 1941: Reframing Hitler's
Invasion of Stalin's Soviet Empire (Modern War Studies) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're



sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of the time.
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