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In the fall of 1723, two London theaters staged, almost simultaneously, pantomime performances of the
Faust story. Unlike traditional five-act plays, pantomime?a bawdy hybrid of dance, music, spectacle, and
commedia dell'arte featuring the familiar figure of the harlequin at its center?was a theatrical experience of
unprecedented accessibility. The immediate popularity of this new genre drew theater apprentices to the
cities to learn the new style, and pantomime became the subject of lively debate within British society.
Alexander Pope and Henry Fielding bitterly opposed the intrusion into legitimate literary culture of what
they regarded as fairground amusements that appealed to sensation and passion over reason and judgment.

In Harlequin Britain, literary scholar John O'Brien examines this new form of entertainment and the effect it
had on British culture. Why did pantomime become so popular so quickly? Why was it perceived as
culturally threatening and socially destabilizing? O’Brien finds that pantomime’s socially subversive
commentary cut through the dampened spirit of debate created by Robert Walpole's one-party rule. At the
same time, pantomime appealed to the abstracted taste of the mass audience. Its extraordinary popularity
underscores the continuing centrality of live performance in a culture that is most typically seen as having
shifted its attention to the written text?in particular, to the novel.

Written in a lively style rich with anecdotes, Harlequin Britain establishes the emergence of eighteenth-
century English pantomime, with its promiscuous blending of genres and subjects, as a key moment in the
development of modern entertainment culture.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Powers:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while
is reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure
than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Harlequin
Britain: Pantomime and Entertainment, 1690-1760 book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.

Lawanda Beverly:

The event that you get from Harlequin Britain: Pantomime and Entertainment, 1690-1760 could be the more
deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Harlequin Britain: Pantomime and Entertainment, 1690-1760
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough.
This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then
can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind
of Harlequin Britain: Pantomime and Entertainment, 1690-1760 instantly.

Shawn Jones:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its
include may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while
fantastic as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Harlequin Britain: Pantomime and
Entertainment, 1690-1760 why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Edward Roth:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By
book Harlequin Britain: Pantomime and Entertainment, 1690-1760 we can have more advantage. Don't one
to be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book Harlequin Britain:
Pantomime and Entertainment, 1690-1760. You can more desirable than now.
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