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Riparian ecosystems are declining throughout the southwestern United States, where many have disappeared
completely; yet progress toward checking their decline has been marginal, and the results of only a few
recovery projects have been evaluated. In this guidebook, Mark K. Briggs has filled this gap in riparian
conservation literature. Based on his experiences gleaned from evaluating the results of many riparian
rehabilitation projects, Briggs presents these results in a manner that biologists, hydrologists, government
planners, resource managers, and other concerned citizens can immediately apply toward developing site-
specific recovery strategies. The book opens with a review of watershed characteristics and an examination
of drainage systems, then proceeds to determining the causes of riparian decline. It introduces five factors
that have a significant effect on the results of riparian rehabilitation--natural regeneration, water availability,
channel stability, direct impacts such as livestock grazing and recreational activities, and soil salinity--and
offers case studies that demonstrate how revegetation has been used both effectively and ineffectively. It also
discusses strategies other than revegetation that may be effective in improving the ecological condition of a
site. Many of the strategies presented are also relevant to nonarid climates and to urban areas. By
emphasizing evaluation of riparian ecosystems, so that the causes of degradation can be understood, and by
offering general approaches that can be tailored to specific situations, Riparian Ecosystem Recovery in Arid
Lands takes a holistic approach to riparian recovery that will enable users to better judge whether recovery
expenditures are likely to produce desired results. An unprecedented work, it will substantially add to efforts
across the Southwest and elsewhere to restore these unique and priceless ecosystems. CONTENTS 1 An
Overview: Background on Riparian Ecosystems / Lessons Learned from Past Riparian Recovery Efforts /
An Evaluation Strategy / Defining Some Important Terms 2 Considering the Damaged Riparian Area
from a Watershed Perspective: Case Study 1: Rincon Creek / Taking Advantage of Available Information /
Getting to Know the Watershed / Getting to Know the Stream 3 Impacts within the Riparian Zone:
Livestock / Case Study 2: Sheepshead Spring / Recreation / Competition from Nonnative Species / Wildlife
4 Natural Recovery in Riparian Ecosystems: Case Study 3: Aravaipa Creek / Factors Influencing Natural
Recovery / Case Study 4: McEuen Seep / Autoecology of Selected Southwestern Riparian Tree Species /
Case Study 5: Boulder Creek 5 Water Availability: Case Study 6: Box Bar / How Groundwater Decline
Occurs / Evaluating Groundwater Conditions / Revegetating Riparian Ecosystems Characterized by
Groundwater Decline 6 The Drainageway: Channel Instability and Riparian Ecosystems / Case Study 7:
Babocomari River / Channel Dynamics / Strategies for Evaluating Channel Stability / Developing Recovery
Projects along Unstable Alluvial Stream Channels 7 Soil Salinity and Riparian Ecosystems: Effects of Soil
Salinity on Plant Growth / The Soil Survey / Soil Salinity and Revegetation 8 Developing the Recovery
Plan: Developing Project Objectives / Selecting the Best Site / Local, State, and Federal Permit
Requirements / Identifying Model Areas / Critical Components of the Recovery Plan / Community
Involvement / Demonstration Sites / Postproject Evaluation and Monitoring
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From reader reviews:

Angelina Rone:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Riparian Ecosystem
Recovery in Arid Lands: Strategies and References (Smith]; [Paper at $19.95]) is our recommendation to
help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Chad Jones:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Riparian Ecosystem
Recovery in Arid Lands: Strategies and References (Smith]; [Paper at $19.95]) book because book offers
you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it
you may already know.

Steve Domingo:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Riparian Ecosystem Recovery
in Arid Lands: Strategies and References (Smith]; [Paper at $19.95]) that give your fun preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people
to know world a great deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that
reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you
who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick Riparian Ecosystem Recovery in Arid
Lands: Strategies and References (Smith]; [Paper at $19.95]) become your own personal starter.

Veda Howard:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Riparian Ecosystem Recovery in Arid
Lands: Strategies and References (Smith]; [Paper at $19.95]) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's notice.
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