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In his scathing The Theory of the Leisure Class, Thorstein Veblen produced a landmark study of affluent
American society that exposes, with brilliant ruthlessness, the habits of production and waste that link
invidious business tactics and barbaric social behavior. Veblen's analysis of the evolutionary process sees
greed as the overriding motive in the modern economy, and with an impartial gaze he examines the human
cost paid when social institutions exploit the consumption of unessential goods for the sake of personal
profit. Fashion, beauty, animals, sports, the home, the clergy, scholars--all are assessed for their true
usefulness and found wanting. Indeed, Veblen's critique covers all aspects of modern life from dress, class,
the position of women, home decoration, industry, business, and sport, to religion, scholarship, and
education. The targets of Veblen's coruscating satire are as evident today as they were a century ago, and his
book still has the power to shock and enlighten. Martha Banta's introduction illuminates Veblen's
uncompromising arguments as it highlights the literary force of Veblen's writing and its influence on later
American writers such as Edith Wharton, Henry James, Dos Passos, and F. Scott Fitzgerald. She also sheds
light on his critique of the plight of women and his evolutionary arguments as they relate to modern society.

About the Series: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the broadest spectrum
of literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship,
providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by
leading authorities, voluminous notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and
much more.
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From reader reviews:

Crystal Parrish:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book The Theory of the Leisure Class (Oxford World's
Classics). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important the book The Theory of the Leisure Class (Oxford World's Classics). You can add understanding
and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can
learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It
is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Scott Rochelle:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has several
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't would like do
that. You must know how great and also important the book The Theory of the Leisure Class (Oxford
World's Classics). All type of book would you see on many methods. You can look for the internet options
or other social media.

Suzanne Palmer:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Theory of the Leisure Class (Oxford
World's Classics) book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Abigail Shelton:

You will get this The Theory of the Leisure Class (Oxford World's Classics) by go to the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed and also can you enjoy
this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose
correct ways for you.
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