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An engrossing biography of the longest-reigning female pharaoh in Ancient Egypt and the story of her
audacious rise to power.
 
Hatshepsut—the daughter of a general who usurped Egypt's throne and a mother with ties to the previous
dynasty—was born into a privileged position in the royal household, and she was expected to bear the sons
who would legitimize the reign of her father’s family. Her failure to produce a male heir was ultimately the
twist of fate that paved the way for her improbable rule as a cross-dressing king.  At just over twenty,
Hatshepsut ascended to the rank of pharaoh in an elaborate coronation ceremony that set the tone for her
spectacular reign as co-regent with Thutmose III, the infant king whose mother Hatshepsut out-maneuvered
for a seat on the throne. Hatshepsut was a master strategist, cloaking her political power plays in the veil of
piety and sexual reinvention. Just as women today face obstacles from a society that equates authority with
masculinity, Hatshepsut shrewdly operated the levers of power to emerge as Egypt's second female pharaoh.

Hatshepsut successfully negotiated a path from the royal nursery to the very pinnacle of authority, and her
reign saw one of Ancient Egypt’s most prolific building periods. Scholars have long speculated as to why her
monuments were destroyed within a few decades of her death, all but erasing evidence of her unprecedented
rule. Constructing a rich narrative history using the artifacts that remain, noted Egyptologist Kara Cooney
offers a remarkable interpretation of how Hatshepsut rapidly but methodically consolidated power—and why
she fell from public favor just as quickly. The Woman Who Would Be King traces the unconventional life of
an almost-forgotten pharaoh and explores our complicated reactions to women in power.
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From reader reviews:

Trisha Sherman:

The book The Woman Who Would Be King: Hatshepsut's Rise to Power in Ancient Egypt can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good
thing like a book The Woman Who Would Be King: Hatshepsut's Rise to Power in Ancient Egypt? A
number of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are
able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Woman Who Would Be King: Hatshepsut's
Rise to Power in Ancient Egypt has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Emilio Lutz:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping The Woman Who Would Be
King: Hatshepsut's Rise to Power in Ancient Egypt that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know
world considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you
who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick The Woman Who Would Be King:
Hatshepsut's Rise to Power in Ancient Egypt become your own personal starter.

Roxie Jenkins:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Woman Who Would Be King: Hatshepsut's Rise to Power in
Ancient Egypt why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Walter Blankenship:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Woman Who Would Be King:
Hatshepsut's Rise to Power in Ancient Egypt can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You
are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these books have than the others?
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