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Conceiving the City is an innovative study of the ways in which a generation of late-Victorian novelists,
poets, painters, and theoreticians attempted to represent London in literature and art. Breaking away from the
language and style of Dickens and the static panorama paintings of William Powell Frith, major figures such
as Henry James and J. M. Whistler, and, crucially, less-celebrated authors such as Arthur Machen, Edwin
Pugh, and George Egerton bent realism into exciting new shapes. In the naturalism of George Gissing and
Arthur Morrison, the fragmentary impressions of Ford Madox Ford, and the brooding mystery of Alvin
Langdon Coburn's photogravures, London emerged as a focus for dynamic, explicitly modern art. Although
many of these insights would be dismissed or at least downplayed by subsequent generations, the ideas
evolved during the period from 1870 to 1914 anticipate not only the work of high modernists such as Eliot
and Woolf, but also that of later urban theorists such as Foucault and de Certeau, and the novels and
travelogues of contemporary London writers Peter Ackroyd and Iain Sinclair. Nicholas Freeman recovers a
sense of late-Victorian London as a subject for dynamic theoretical and aesthetic experiments, and shows, in
stimulating analyses of Conan Doyle, H. G. Wells, Arthur Symons, and others how much of our
understanding of urban space we owe to eminent (and not so eminent) Victorian figures. Written in a clear
and accessible style, the book restores a much-needed historical perspective to our engagement with the
metropolis.
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From reader reviews:

Desmond Gorman:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for us. The book Conceiving the City: London, Literature, and Art 1870-
1914 had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It
is quite advantages for you. The reserve Conceiving the City: London, Literature, and Art 1870-1914 is not
only giving you much more new information but also for being your friend when you truly feel bored. You
can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using the book Conceiving
the City: London, Literature, and Art 1870-1914. You never experience lose out for everything in the event
you read some books.

Ruby Sprankle:

You could spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Conceiving the City: London,
Literature, and Art 1870-1914 is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon.
If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.

Lisa Christopher:

Beside this kind of Conceiving the City: London, Literature, and Art 1870-1914 in your phone, it can give
you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got
here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune.
It is good thing to have Conceiving the City: London, Literature, and Art 1870-1914 because this book offers
to your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not get what it's all about.
Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here
cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book in
addition to read it from at this point!

Gretchen Clark:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Conceiving the City: London, Literature, and Art
1870-1914 can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks
have than the others?
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