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The first African American photographer to be hired full time by Life magazine, Gordon Parks was often
sent on assignments involving social issues that his white colleagues were not asked to cover. In 1950 he
returned on one such assignment to his hometown of Fort Scott in southeastern Kansas: he was to provide
photographs for a piece on segregated schools and their impact on black children in the years prior to Brown
v. Board of Education. Parks intended to revisit early memories of his birthplace, many involving serious
racial discrimination, and to discover what had become of the 11 members of his junior high school
graduation class since his departure 20 years earlier. But when he arrived only one member of the class
remained in Fort Scott, the rest having followed the well-worn paths of the Great Migration in search of
better lives in urban centers such as St. Louis, Kansas City, Columbus and Chicago. Heading out to those
cities Parks found his friends and their families and photographed them on their porches, in their parlors and
dining rooms, on their way to church and working at their jobs, and interviewed them about their decision to
leave the segregated system of their youth and head north. His resulting photo essay was slated to appear in
Life in the spring of 1951, but was ultimately never published. This book showcases the 80-photo series in a
single volume for the first time, offering a sensitive and visually arresting view of our country's racialized
history.
Gordon Parks (1912-2006) was born into poverty and segregation in Fort Scott, Kansas. The self-taught
photographer also found success as a film director, author and composer. He was awarded the National
Medal of Arts and over 50 honorary degrees.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Barnett:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should
answer that question because just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of Gordon Parks: Back
to Fort Scott to read.

Randall Blake:

The e-book untitled Gordon Parks: Back to Fort Scott is the publication that recommended to you to learn.
You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The language that author use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration when write the
book, and so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-
book of Gordon Parks: Back to Fort Scott from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Courtney Osteen:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Gordon Parks: Back to Fort
Scott that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all
over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better then how they react in
the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular
person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick Gordon Parks: Back to Fort Scott become your starter.

Lorene Williamson:

You can obtain this Gordon Parks: Back to Fort Scott by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or
reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are
various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by means of e-book.
In the modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important
to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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