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JOHN DONNE: AIR AND ANGELS: SELECTED POEMS

A selection of the finest poems by British poet John Donne.

John Donne was, Robert Graves said, a 'Muse poet', a poet who wrote passionately of the Muse. It is easy to
see Donne as a love poet, in the tradition of love poets such as Bernard de Ventadour, Dante Alighieri,
Francesco Petrarch and Torquato Tasso. Donne has written his fair share of love poems. There are the bawdy
allusions to the phallus in 'The Flea', while 'The Comparison' parodies the adoration poem, with references to
the 'sweat drops of my mistress' breast'. Like William Shakespeare in his parody sonnet 'my mistress' eyes
are nothing like the sun', Donne sends up the Petrarchan and courtly love genre with gross comparisons
('Like spermatic issue of ripe menstruous boils'). In 'The Bait', there is the archetypal Renaissance opening
line 'Come live with me, and be my love', as used by Christopher Marlowe and William Shakespeare, among
others. And there is the complex, ambivalent eroticism of 'The Extasie', a much celebrated love poem, and
the 19th 'Elegy', where features Donne's famous couplet:

Licence my roving hands, and let them go

Before, behind, between, above, below.

The Songs and Sonnets of John Donne celebrate the many emotions of love, feelings that are so familiar in
love poetry from Sappho to Adrienne Rich. Donne does not quite cover every emotion of love, but a good
deal of them. In 'The Canonization', we find the age-old Neo-platonic belief that two can become as one ('we
two being one', or 'we shall/ Be one', he writes in 'Lovers' Infiniteness'), a common belief in love poetry.

John Donne's love poetry, like (nearly) all love poetry, self-reflexive. Although he would 'ne'er parted be', as
he writes in 'Song: Sweetest love, I do not go', he knows that love poetry comes out of loss. The beloved
woman is not there, so art takes her place. The Songs and Sonnets arise from loss, loss of love; they take the
place of love. For, if he were clasping his beloved in those feverish embraces as described in 'The Extasie'
and 'Elegy', he would not, obviously, bother with poetry. Love poetry has this ambivalent, difficult
relationship with love. The poem is not love, and is no real substitute for it. And writing of love exacerbates
the pain and the insecurity of the experience of love.

With an introduction and bibliography. Illustrated. Also available in an E-book edition. www.crmoon.com.
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From reader reviews:

Renee Oneal:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you
busy man? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that
question simply because just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Air and Angels:
Selected Poems (British Poets) to read.

Shay Price:

This book untitled Air and Angels: Selected Poems (British Poets) to be one of several books in which best
seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will
easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Elizabeth Pipkin:

The book untitled Air and Angels: Selected Poems (British Poets) contain a lot of information on this. The
writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do
certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author will
bring you in the new era of literary works. You can read this book because you can continue reading your
smart phone, or product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.

Steven Atkins:

Beside this particular Air and Angels: Selected Poems (British Poets) in your phone, it may give you a way
to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is
fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It is good
thing to have Air and Angels: Selected Poems (British Poets) because this book offers to you readable
information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't
happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from today!
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