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Five hundred years before Homer immortalized the Trojan Horse, the ancient Egyptians had already
composed a tale of soldiers hiding Ali Baba-like in baskets to capture a besieged city. Shortly after the rise to
power of the warrior pharaoh Ramesses II, Egyptian authors began to write stories about battles and
conquest. However, these stories were not set in the present, but in the past: they were the world's first works
of historical fiction. These literary recreations of past events, which preserve fascinating mixtures of fact and
fiction, provide unparalleled information about topics as diverse as ancient Egyptian historiography, religion,
and notions of humor and wit.

Imagining the Past is the first volume to provide complete translations and commentary for the historical
fiction composed during Egypt's New Kingdom. The four works include The Quarrel of Apepi and
Seqenenre, The Capture of Joppa, Thutmose III in Asia, The Libyan Battle Story. An introduction explores
Egyptian conceptions of the past, the universe of historical and literary texts in New Kingdom Egypt, and the
definition of a new genre of Egyptian literature. Extensive commentary and new translations appear within
each chapter, and a concluding analysis summarizes the audience and function of historical fiction as well as
theology and historiography within the tales. Despite the fragmentary nature of the papyrus copies, the
thorough research into the literary, political, and social context of each tale allows a modern reader to
explore this forgotten literary subfield and appreciate the stories as works of historical fiction.
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From reader reviews:

James Vazquez:

This book untitled Imagining the Past: Historical Fiction in New Kingdom Egypt to be one of several books
this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on
it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Pamela Edmonds:

Imagining the Past: Historical Fiction in New Kingdom Egypt can be one of your beginner books that are
good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Imagining the Past: Historical Fiction in New Kingdom Egypt nevertheless doesn't forget the main point,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This
great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Jewel Tarr:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its handle
may doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Imagining the Past: Historical Fiction in New Kingdom
Egypt why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
direct you to pick up this book.

Gina Reiter:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of
book Imagining the Past: Historical Fiction in New Kingdom Egypt. You'll be able to your knowledge by it.
Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most
critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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