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The Black Power movement represented a key turning point in American politics. Disenchanted by the

hollow progress of federal desegregation during the 1960s, many black citizens and leaders across the United

States demanded meaningful self-determination. The popular movement they created was marked by a

vigorous artistic renaissance, militant political action, and fierce ideological debate.

 

Exploring the major political and intellectual currents from the Black Power era to the present, Cedric

Johnson reveals how black political life gradually conformed to liberal democratic capitalism and how the

movement’s most radical aims—the rejection of white aesthetic standards, redefinition of black identity,

solidarity with the Third World, and anticapitalist revolution—were gradually eclipsed by more moderate

aspirations. Although Black Power activists transformed the face of American government, Johnson

contends that the evolution of the movement as a form of ethnic politics restricted the struggle for social

justice to the world of formal politics.

 

 

Johnson offers a compelling and theoretically sophisticated critique of the rhetoric and strategies that

emerged in this period. Drawing on extensive archival research, he reinterprets the place of key intellectual

figures, such as Harold Cruse and Amiri Baraka, and influential organizations, including the African

Liberation Support Committee, the National Black Political Assembly, and the National Black Independent

Political Party in postsegregation black politics, while at the same time identifying the contradictions of

Black Power radicalism itself.

 

Documenting the historical retreat from radical, democratic struggle, Revolutionaries to Race Leaders



ultimately calls for the renewal of popular struggle and class-conscious politics.

 

Cedric Johnson is assistant professor of political science at Hobart and William Smith Colleges.
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Moreno:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly
because just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on pre-school until university need that Revolutionaries to Race Leaders: Black Power
and the Making of African American Politics to read.

Barry Whitfield:

Revolutionaries to Race Leaders: Black Power and the Making of African American Politics can be one of
your starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in
writing Revolutionaries to Race Leaders: Black Power and the Making of African American Politics
although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info
that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
imagining.

Jacob Florence:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Revolutionaries to Race Leaders:
Black Power and the Making of African American Politics e-book written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
question Revolutionaries to Race Leaders: Black Power and the Making of African American Politics as
good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't determine
book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Kenneth Connolly:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know everything
we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up being
exactly added. This guide Revolutionaries to Race Leaders: Black Power and the Making of African
American Politics was filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book



you wanted.
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