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Monsters, ghosts, fantastic beings, and supernatural phenomena of all sorts haunt the folklore and popular
culture of Japan. Broadly labeled yokai, these creatures come in infinite shapes and sizes, from tengu
mountain goblins and kappa water spirits to shape-shifting foxes and long-tongued ceiling-lickers. Currently
popular in anime, manga, film, and computer games, many yokai originated in local legends, folktales, and
regional ghost stories.

Drawing on years of research in Japan, Michael Dylan Foster unpacks the history and cultural context of
yokai, tracing their roots, interpreting their meanings, and introducing people who have hunted them through
the ages. In this delightful and accessible narrative, readers will explore the roles played by these mysterious
beings within Japanese culture and will also learn of their abundance and variety through detailed entries,
some with original illustrations, on more than fifty individual creatures. The Book of Yokai provides a lively
excursion into Japanese folklore and its ever-expanding influence on global popular culture. It also invites
readers to examine how people create, transmit, and collect folklore, and how they make sense of the
mysteries in the world around them. By exploring yokai as a concept, we can better understand broader
processes of tradition, innovation, storytelling, and individual and communal creativity.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Jackson:

The guide untitled The Book of Yokai: Mysterious Creatures of Japanese Folklore is the publication that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a person.
The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was
did a lot of study when write the book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate.
You also can get the e-book of The Book of Yokai: Mysterious Creatures of Japanese Folklore from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Roderick Olin:

The book The Book of Yokai: Mysterious Creatures of Japanese Folklore has a lot associated with on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the
point easily after scanning this book.

Ida Green:

This The Book of Yokai: Mysterious Creatures of Japanese Folklore is brand new way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Book of
Yokai: Mysterious Creatures of Japanese Folklore can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form and
that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in guide
form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss
that! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and knowledge.

Robert Higby:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this The Book of Yokai: Mysterious Creatures of Japanese Folklore can make you feel
more interested to read.
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