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Thomas Jefferson designed his own tombstone, describing himself simply as "Author of the Declaration of
Independence and of the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, and Father of the University of Virginia." It
is in this simple epitaph that R.B. Bernstein finds the key to this enigmatic Founder--not as a great political
figure, but as leader of "a revolution of ideas that would make the world over again."

In Thomas Jefferson, Bernstein offers the definitive short biography of this revered American--the first
concise life in six decades. Bernstein deftly synthesizes the massive scholarship on his subject into a swift,
insightful, evenhanded account. Here are all of Jefferson's triumphs, contradictions, and failings, from his
luxurious (and debt-burdened) life as a Virginia gentleman to his passionate belief in democracy, from his
tortured defense of slavery to his relationship with Sally Hemings. Jefferson was indeed multifaceted--an
architect, inventor, writer, diplomat, propagandist, planter, party leader--and Bernstein explores all these
roles even as he illuminates Jefferson's central place in the American enlightenment, that "revolution of
ideas" that did so much to create the nation we know today. Together with the less well-remembered points
in Jefferson's thinking--the nature of the Union, his vision of who was entitled to citizenship, his dread of
debt (both personal and national)--they form the heart of this lively biography.

In this marvel of compression and comprehension, we see Jefferson more clearly than in the massive studies
of earlier generations. More important, we see, in Jefferson's visionary ideas, the birth of the nation's grand
sense of purpose.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Castaneda:

The book Thomas Jefferson can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book Thomas Jefferson? Several of
you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Thomas Jefferson has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world
by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Frances Lockhart:

The event that you get from Thomas Jefferson will be the more deep you rooting the information that hide
inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of
but Thomas Jefferson giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected
way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-
known enough. This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having this Thomas Jefferson instantly.

Joan Marcial:

This Thomas Jefferson are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason
why of this Thomas Jefferson can be among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more
than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your prior
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions
in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Thomas Jefferson forcing you to have an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your
day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Verna Riddle:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite from that.
One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Thomas Jefferson, you are able to enjoy
both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its
mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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