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In this deeply researched and vividly written volume, Melvyn Stokes illuminates the origins, production,
reception and continuing history of this ground-breaking, aesthetically brilliant, and yet highly controversial
movie.
By going back to the original archives, particularly the NAACP and D. W. Griffith Papers, Stokes explodes
many of the myths surrounding The Birth of a Nation (1915). Yet the story that remains is fascinating: the
longest American film of its time, Griffith's film incorporated many new features, including the first full
musical score compiled for an American film. It was distributed and advertised by pioneering methods that
would quickly become standard. Through the high prices charged for admission and the fact that it was
shown, at first, only in "live" theaters with orchestral accompaniment, Birth played a major role in
reconfiguring the American movie audience by attracting more middle-class patrons. But if the film was a
milestone in the history of cinema, it was also undeniably racist. Stokes shows that the darker side of this
classic movie has its origins in the racist ideas of Thomas Dixon, Jr. and Griffith's own Kentuckian
background and earlier film career. The book reveals how, as the years went by, the campaign against the
film became increasingly successful. In the 1920s, for example, the NAACP exploited the fact that the new
Ku Klux Klan, which used Griffith's film as a recruiting and retention tool, was not just anti-black, but also
anti-Catholic and anti-Jewish, as a way to mobilize new allies in opposition to the film.
This crisply written book sheds light on both the film's racism and the aesthetic brilliance of Griffith's
filmmaking. It is a must-read for anyone interested in the cinema.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Matlock:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication D.W. Griffith's the Birth of a Nation: A History
of the Most Controversial Motion Picture of All Time will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open
or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that?
Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

Judith Judd:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this
D.W. Griffith's the Birth of a Nation: A History of the Most Controversial Motion Picture of All Time.

Mamie Crossett:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled D.W.
Griffith's the Birth of a Nation: A History of the Most Controversial Motion Picture of All Time your
thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known
for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become
one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The D.W. Griffith's the Birth of
a Nation: A History of the Most Controversial Motion Picture of All Time giving you an additional
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life within this
era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be
pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?

William Henslee:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but also novel and D.W. Griffith's the Birth of a Nation: A History of
the Most Controversial Motion Picture of All Time as well as others sources were given knowledge for you.



After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created
for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In
different case, beside science book, any other book likes D.W. Griffith's the Birth of a Nation: A History of
the Most Controversial Motion Picture of All Time to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of
book like this.
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