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With the urbanization of the world's population proceeding apace and the equally rapid urbanization of
poverty, urban theory has an urgent challenge to meet if it is to remain relevant to the majority of cities and
their populations, many of which are outside the West.

This groundbreaking book establishes a new framework for urban development. It makes the argument that
all cities are best understood as ‘ordinary’, and crosses the longstanding divide in urban scholarship and
urban policy between Western and other cities (especially those labelled ‘Third World’). It considers the two
framing axes of urban modernity and development, and argues that if cities are to be imagined in equitable
and creative ways, urban theory must overcome these axes with their Western bias and that resources must
become at least as cosmopolitan as cities themselves.

Tracking paths across previously separate literatures and debates, this innovative book - a postcolonial
critique of urban studies - traces the outlines of a cosmopolitan approach to cities, drawing on evidence from
Rio, Johannesburg, Lusaka and Kuala Lumpur. Key urban scholars and debates, from Simmel, Benjamin and
the Chicago School to Global and World Cities theories are explored, together with anthropological and
developmentalist accounts of poorer cities. Offering an alternative approach, Ordinary Cities skilfully brings
together theories of urban development for students and researchers of urban studies, geography and
development.
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From reader reviews:

Danny Nehring:

The book Ordinary Cities: Between Modernity and Development (Questioning Cities) give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can
being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can
make examining a book Ordinary Cities: Between Modernity and Development (Questioning Cities) to
become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a e-book
Ordinary Cities: Between Modernity and Development (Questioning Cities). Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Nathan Lawhorn:

This Ordinary Cities: Between Modernity and Development (Questioning Cities) is completely new way for
you who has intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper
you on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in
reading this Ordinary Cities: Between Modernity and Development (Questioning Cities) can be the light
food in your case because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These
books acquire itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People
who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there
is not any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for
a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.

Dennis Taylor:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top collection in your reading list is definitely Ordinary Cities: Between Modernity and Development
(Questioning Cities). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Florence Davis:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the Ordinary Cities: Between Modernity and Development (Questioning Cities) when you



needed it?
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