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This book traces the rise and decline of what Theodore Roosevelt once called the "most American thing in
America." The Chautauqua movement began in 1874 on the shores of Chautauqua Lake in western New
York. More than a college or a summer resort or a religious assembly, it was a composite of all of
these?completely derivative yet brilliantly innovative. For five decades, Chautauqua dominated adult
education and reached millions with its summer assemblies, reading clubs, and traveling circuits.

Scholars have long struggled to make sense of Chautauqua's pervasive yet disorganized presence in
American life. In this critical study, Andrew Rieser weaves the threads of Chautauqua into a single story and
places it at the vital center of fin de siècle cultural and political history. Famous for its commitment to
democracy, women's rights, and social justice, Chautauqua was nonetheless blind to issues of class and race.
How could something that trumpeted democracy be so undemocratic in practice? The answer, Rieser argues,
lies in the historical experience of the white, Protestant middle classes, who struggled to reconcile their
parochial interests with radically new ideas about social progress and the state. The Chautauqua Moment
brings color to a colorless demographic and spins a fascinating tale of modern liberalism's ambivalent but
enduring cultural legacy.
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From reader reviews:

George Walker:

The book The Chautauqua Moment: Protestants, Progressives, and the Culture of Modern Liberalism, 1874-
1920 (Religion and American Culture) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book The Chautauqua Moment:
Protestants, Progressives, and the Culture of Modern Liberalism, 1874-1920 (Religion and American
Culture)? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give
many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info
that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Chautauqua
Moment: Protestants, Progressives, and the Culture of Modern Liberalism, 1874-1920 (Religion and
American Culture) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
seem the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Robert Defazio:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This The Chautauqua Moment: Protestants, Progressives, and the Culture of
Modern Liberalism, 1874-1920 (Religion and American Culture) book is readable through you who hate the
straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without
leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer connected with The
Chautauqua Moment: Protestants, Progressives, and the Culture of Modern Liberalism, 1874-1920 (Religion
and American Culture) content conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking The
Chautauqua Moment: Protestants, Progressives, and the Culture of Modern Liberalism, 1874-1920 (Religion
and American Culture) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Sandra Kelley:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name The Chautauqua
Moment: Protestants, Progressives, and the Culture of Modern Liberalism, 1874-1920 (Religion and
American Culture) suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. Typically the
book untitled The Chautauqua Moment: Protestants, Progressives, and the Culture of Modern Liberalism,
1874-1920 (Religion and American Culture)is a single of several books that everyone read now. This book
was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you
ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this
world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.



Charles Aranda:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Chautauqua Moment:
Protestants, Progressives, and the Culture of Modern Liberalism, 1874-1920 (Religion and American
Culture), you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang
type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.
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