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In this remarkable blend of memoir and criticism, James Wood, the noted contributor to the New Yorker, has
written a master class on the connections between fiction and life. He argues that of all the arts, fiction has a
unique ability to describe the shape of our lives and to rescue the texture of those lives from death and
historical oblivion. The act of reading is understood here as the most sacred and personal of activities, and
there are brilliant discussions of individual works—among others, Chekhov’s story “The Kiss,” The
Emigrants, by W. G. Sebald, and The Blue Flower, by Penelope Fitzgerald.

Wood reveals his own intimate relationship with the written word: we see the development of a boy from the
provinces growing up in a charged Christian environment, the secret joy of his childhood reading, the links
he draws between reading and blasphemy, or between literature and music. The final section discusses
fiction in the context of exile and homelessness. More than a tightly argued little book by a man commonly
regarded as our finest living critic, The Nearest Thing to Life is an exhilarating personal account that reflects
on, and embodies, the fruitful conspiracy between reader and writer (and critic), and asks us to reconsider
everything that is at stake when we read and write fiction.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Welch:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book called The Nearest
Thing to Life (The Mandel Lectures in the Humanities)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do
you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Mary Hopkins:

This book untitled The Nearest Thing to Life (The Mandel Lectures in the Humanities) to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it.
You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher
in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Thomas Palmer:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all
day every day to reading a book. The book The Nearest Thing to Life (The Mandel Lectures in the
Humanities) it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You
can m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book
features high quality.

Dolores Crook:

The book untitled The Nearest Thing to Life (The Mandel Lectures in the Humanities) contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published
by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order
it. Have a nice go through.
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