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Besides the groundbreaking novels and stories that brought him fame, William Faulkner throughout his life
wrote letters—to his publisher, his lovers, his family, and his friends. In this first major study of epistolarity
in Faulkner's work, James G. Watson examines Faulkner's personal correspondence as a unique second
canon of writing, separate from his literary canon with its many fictional letters but developing along parallel
lines. By describing the similarity of forms and conventions in Faulkner's personal and fictional
correspondence, Watson clearly demonstrates that Faulkner's personal experience as a writer of letters
significantly shaped his imaginative work early and late.

Letters are always about themselves; they re-create a world between the sender and the receiver. In this
illuminating study, Faulkner's personal letters are treated as a form of reflexive writing: first-person
narratives in which Sender self-consciously portrays Self to a specific Receiver, likewise portrayed in the
letter-text. This duality of actual experience and imaginative re-creation measures the personal distances
between the life of the writer and the written self-image. It reveals that letters are at once fragments of
autobiography and fictions of self.

Such "laws of letters" apply equally to the letters that appear throughout Faulkner's novels and stories. The
twenty-one letters and telegrams in The Sound and the Fury, for example, portray character, propel plot, and
convey important themes of failed communication and broken identity. From Soldiers' Pay to his last work,
Faulkner's carefully lettered canon of fiction is dramatic evidence of his understanding of epistolarity and of
the extent to which he adapted letters, including some of his own, to shape his fictional world.
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From reader reviews:

Roy Larson:

In other case, little individuals like to read book William Faulkner: Letters and Fictions. You can choose the
best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book William
Faulkner: Letters and Fictions. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era,
we could open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you
feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Russell Hardison:

This book untitled William Faulkner: Letters and Fictions to be one of several books that best seller in this
year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that
book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no
reason for you to past this book from your list.

Helen Price:

William Faulkner: Letters and Fictions can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge
in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer giving his/her
effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing William Faulkner: Letters and Fictions
although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info
that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into completely new stage of
crucial contemplating.

Jennifer Powell:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with
may doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be William Faulkner: Letters and Fictions why because the
amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.
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