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Allen Ginsberg’s epic poem “Howl,” written in 1955, is one of the defining works of the Beat Generation,
despite having been labeled obscene when it was first published. A harsh denunciation of American
capitalism and conformity, the poem drew scenes, characters, and situations from Ginsberg’s life, a life
reexamined here by Ginsberg’s former editor and researcher, Steve Finbow. In this new biography, Finbow
considers the poetry and politics of the poet and activist and discusses his position in American letters and
culture.
 
Moving from Ginsberg’s childhood—with his poet father and schizophrenic mother—to his meeting with
Jack Kerouac and William S. Burroughs in the late 1940s, Finbow explores Ginsberg’s obsessive need to
travel and experiment with writing, altered states of consciousness, and sexuality. He follows the poet to
Mexico, India, and back to America, where he considers Ginsberg’s role in the counterculture movement of
the sixties and New York’s seventies punk scene, and observes his slow absorption into academia while
remaining a champion of the disenfranchised. With appearances by Peter Orlovsky, Kerouac, Burroughs, and
other leading figures of twentieth-century literature, art, filmmaking, and politics, Allen Ginsberg brims with
insight into this vital cultural figure.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Grinder:

The book Allen Ginsberg (Reaktion Books - Critical Lives) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You
may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book Allen Ginsberg (Reaktion
Books - Critical Lives) to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a e-book Allen
Ginsberg (Reaktion Books - Critical Lives). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Larry Parrish:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read
one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Allen Ginsberg (Reaktion Books -
Critical Lives) is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

James Bergeron:

The actual book Allen Ginsberg (Reaktion Books - Critical Lives) has a lot associated with on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after reading this article book.

Brett Nash:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Allen Ginsberg (Reaktion
Books - Critical Lives) is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is
make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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