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A distinct European perspective on Asia emerged in the late Middle Ages. Early reports of a homogeneous
"India" of marvels and monsters gave way to accounts written by medieval travelers that indulged readers'
curiosity about far-flung landscapes and cultures without exhibiting the attitudes evident in the later writings
of aspiring imperialists. Mining the accounts of more than twenty Europeans who made—or claimed to have
made—journeys to Mongolia, China, India, Sri Lanka, and Southeast Asia between the mid-thirteenth and
early sixteenth centuries, Kim Phillips reconstructs a medieval European vision of Asia that was by turns
critical, neutral, and admiring.

In offering a cultural history of the encounter between medieval Latin Christians and the distant East, Before
Orientalism reveals how Europeans' prevailing preoccupations with food and eating habits, gender roles,
sexualities, civility, and the foreign body helped shape their perceptions of Asian peoples and societies.
Phillips gives particular attention to the texts' known or likely audiences, the cultural settings within which
they found a foothold, and the broader impact of their descriptions, while also considering the motivations of
their writers. She reveals in rich detail responses from European travelers that ranged from pragmatism to
wonder. Fear of military might, admiration for high standards of civic life and court culture, and even delight
in foreign magnificence rarely assumed the kind of secular Eurocentric superiority that would later
characterize Orientalism. Placing medieval writing on the East in the context of an emergent "Europe" whose
explorers sought to learn more than to rule, Before Orientalism complicates our understanding of medieval
attitudes toward the foreign.
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From reader reviews:

John Lien:

The feeling that you get from Before Orientalism: Asian Peoples and Cultures in European Travel Writing,
1245-1510 (The Middle Ages Series) is the more deep you digging the information that hide in the words the
more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Before
Orientalism: Asian Peoples and Cultures in European Travel Writing, 1245-1510 (The Middle Ages Series)
giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood
through anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book
also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this Before Orientalism: Asian
Peoples and Cultures in European Travel Writing, 1245-1510 (The Middle Ages Series) instantly.

Bertha Chang:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their talent in writing, they
also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this Before Orientalism: Asian
Peoples and Cultures in European Travel Writing, 1245-1510 (The Middle Ages Series).

Linda Wood:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Before Orientalism: Asian Peoples and
Cultures in European Travel Writing, 1245-1510 (The Middle Ages Series) book written by well-known
writer who really knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who else read the book.
Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your
current hunger then you still uncertainty Before Orientalism: Asian Peoples and Cultures in European Travel
Writing, 1245-1510 (The Middle Ages Series) as good book not only by the cover but also from the content.
This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth
sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Carolyn Hoar:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can have



the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Before Orientalism: Asian Peoples and
Cultures in European Travel Writing, 1245-1510 (The Middle Ages Series) which is finding the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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