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The considerable progress that has been made researching fundamental learning processes tells an important
and interesting story. In this new book written for undergraduates, graduate students, and curious
professionals Mark Bouton recounts that story, providing a strong background in modern learning and
behavior theory that is informed by the history of the field. The text reflects the author s conviction that the
study of animal learning has a central place in psychology, and that understanding its principles and theories
is important for students, psychologists, and scientists in related disciplines (e.g., behavioral neuroscience
and clinical psychology). Almost all of the chapters are organized to illustrate how knowledge is
accumulated through the systematic development of theory and research. The book opens with a brief history
that connects the modern issues with their philosophical and biological roots. The second chapter addresses
the idea that basic learning processes are designed to help an organism adapt to a changing world; in the
process, it introduces the reader to a wide range of interesting examples of learning. After analyzing some
fundamental phenomena in Pavlovian learning, the book then provides a very clear and readable review of
modern conditioning theories since the Rescorla-Wagner model, discusses memory retrieval and behavior-
system processes that govern performance, and addresses the question (posed by research in the late 1960s
and 1970s) of whether the laws of learning and behavior uncovered in the laboratory maze and Skinner box
have generality by studying learning in honey bees and categorization and causal judgments in humans.
Instrumental learning is then discussed from various perspectives in chapters on behavior and its
consequences (research in behavior analysis), how stimuli guide instrumental action (a survey of the field of
animal cognition), and how motivation influences instrumental action. The final chapter reviews and
integrates the major themes of the book, describing avoidance learning, learned helplessness, and related
examples of learning before reviewing the modern cognitive and synthetic perspective on instrumental
action. Lively and current, Learning and Behavior: A Contemporary Synthesis engages students while
illustrating the interconnectedness and excitement of modern research.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Lau:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Learning and Behavior: A
Contemporary Synthesis. All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
sources or other social media.

Christine McClellan:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give you lot of
advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read one
using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Learning and Behavior: A
Contemporary Synthesis is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Sandra Hughes:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. This specific Learning and Behavior: A Contemporary Synthesis can give
you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that they don't and
make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make
you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Learning and Behavior: A Contemporary
Synthesis.

John Dumas:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Learning and Behavior: A Contemporary Synthesis was
multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Learning and Behavior: A
Contemporary Synthesis has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of
book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for
you and try to like reading which.
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