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This is the story of a political miracle—the perfect match of man and moment.

Franklin Delano Roosevelt took office in March of 1933 as America touched bottom. Banks were closing
everywhere. Millions of people lost everything. The Great Depression had caused a national breakdown.
With the craft of a master storyteller, Jonathan Alter brings us closer than ever before to the Roosevelt
magic. Facing the gravest crisis since the Civil War, FDR used his cagey political instincts and ebullient
temperament in the storied first Hundred Days of his presidency to pull off an astonishing conjuring act that
lifted the country and saved both democracy and capitalism.

Who was this man? To revive the nation when it felt so hopeless took an extraordinary display of optimism
and self-confidence. Alter shows us how a snobbish and apparently lightweight young aristocrat was forged
into an incandescent leader by his domineering mother; his independent wife; his eccentric top adviser, Louis
Howe; and his ally-turned-bitter-rival, Al Smith, the Tammany Hall street fighter FDR had to vanquish to
complete his preparation for the presidency.

“Old Doc Roosevelt” had learned at Warm Springs, Georgia, how to lift others who suffered from polio,
even if he could not cure their paralysis, or his own. He brought the same talents to a larger stage. Derided as
weak and unprincipled by pundits, Governor Roosevelt was barely nominated for president in 1932. As
president-elect, he escaped assassination in Miami by inches, then stiffed President Herbert Hoover's efforts
to pull him into cooperating with him to deal with a terrifying crisis. In the most tumultuous and dramatic
presidential transition in history, the entire banking structure came tumbling down just hours before FDR's
legendary “only thing we have to fear is fear itself” Inaugural Address.

In a major historical find, Alter unearths the draft of a radio speech in which Roosevelt considered enlisting a
private army of American Legion veterans on his first day in office. He did not. Instead of circumventing
Congress and becoming the dictator so many thought they needed, FDR used his stunning debut to
experiment. He rescued banks, put men to work immediately, and revolutionized mass communications with
pioneering press conferences and the first Fireside Chat. As he moved both right and left, Roosevelt's
insistence on "action now" did little to cure the Depression, but he began to rewrite the nation's social
contract and lay the groundwork for his most ambitious achievements, including Social Security.

From one of America's most respected journalists, rich in insights and with fresh documentation and colorful
detail, this thrilling story of presidential leadership—of what government is for—resonates through the
events of today. It deepens our understanding of how Franklin Delano Roosevelt restored hope and
transformed America.

The Defining Moment will take its place among our most compelling works of political history.
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From reader reviews:

James Conner:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for people. The book The Defining Moment: FDR's Hundred Days and the
Triumph of Hope has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book The Defining Moment: FDR's Hundred Days and
the Triumph of Hope is not only giving you considerably more new information but also for being your
friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to
make relationship with all the book The Defining Moment: FDR's Hundred Days and the Triumph of Hope.
You never experience lose out for everything when you read some books.

Angela Caves:

Here thing why this specific The Defining Moment: FDR's Hundred Days and the Triumph of Hope are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the
content of it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Defining Moment: FDR's Hundred
Days and the Triumph of Hope giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book
out there but there is no book that similar with The Defining Moment: FDR's Hundred Days and the Triumph
of Hope. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like
in area, café, or even in your technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the
published book maybe the form of The Defining Moment: FDR's Hundred Days and the Triumph of Hope in
e-book can be your option.

Flor Rieke:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is
look different you can read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just
read you can spent all day long to reading a reserve. The book The Defining Moment: FDR's Hundred Days
and the Triumph of Hope it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended
this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book
you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book features high quality.

Elmo Bragg:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve



your knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend
on what kinds of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition
to soon. The The Defining Moment: FDR's Hundred Days and the Triumph of Hope offer you a new
experience in reading through a book.
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