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“Tolkien’s writing has a timeless quality [and] the haunting undertones of other great masters of mystery.”
–USA Today

"Compulsively readable... Crafted with cunning and imbued with menace, The King of Diamonds adds luster
to Tolkien's growing reputation as a brilliant star in the thriller firmament." --Richmond Times Dispatch

"A thick web of family tensions and psychological dysfunction with a whodunit chaser… [The King of
Diamonds] is elegantly written, with Masterpiece Theatre pacing and embellishments." --Kirkus, starred
review

A sophisticated mystery layered with dark secrets from the past and slow-burning suspense

It's 1960, and David Swain is two years into his life sentence for murdering the lover of his ex-girlfriend,
Katya. In the dead of night, David escapes, and Katya is found murdered. Inspector Trave of the Oxford
Police heads the manhunt for David. Trave's suspicions lead him to Katya's uncle Titus Osman, a rich
diamond dealer, and his sinister brother-in-law, Franz Claes who will go to any lengths to conceal his past
connections to the Nazis. But Trave's motives are suspect - Osman is having an affair with Trave's estranged
wife. Once David is captured, Trave is willing to risk everything-professionally and personally-to pursue his
obsessive belief in Osman's guilt.

In this expertly crafted novel, Simon Tolkien has once again written a gripping and nuanced thriller laced
with historical detail, treachery, and his signature writing style—a uniquely suspenseful blend that the Los
Angeles Times called “half Christie and half Grisham.”   

The King of Diamonds is a Kirkus Reviews Best of 2011 Mysteries title.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Campanelli:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time
to take a move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed The
King of Diamonds? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time
with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have
additional opinion?

Rolando Gil:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication you read,
if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the The King of Diamonds is kind of book
which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Tina Olsen:

The actual book The King of Diamonds will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book.
The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very
appropriate to you. The book The King of Diamonds is much recommended to you to study. You can also
get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Colleen Greenwood:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that
need more time to be study. The King of Diamonds can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who
have those short spare time problems.
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