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A companion piece to Thomas Merton's bestselling autobiography The Seven Storey Mountain, Pure Act:
The Uncommon Life of Robert Lax tells the story of Merton's best friend and early spiritual inspiration.
Written by a close friend of Lax, Pure Act gives an intimate view of a friendship and a life that affected
Merton in profound ways. It was Lax, a daringly original poet himself, who encouraged Merton to begin
writing poetry and Lax who told him he should desire to be a saint rather than just a Catholic. To the end of
Merton's life, Lax was his spiritual touchstone and closest friend.

Pure Act tells the story of poet Robert Lax, whose quest to live a true life as both an artist and a spiritual
seeker inspired Thomas Merton, Jack Kerouac, William Maxwell and a host of other writers, artists
and ordinary people.  Known in the U.S. primarily as Merton's best friend and in Europe as a daringly
original avant-garde poet, Lax left behind a promising New York writing career to travel with a circus, live
among immigrants in post-war Marseilles and settle on a series of remote Greek islands where he learned
and recorded the simple wisdom of the local people. Born a Jew, he became a Catholic and found the
authentic community he sought in Greek Orthodox fishermen and sponge divers.

In his early life, as he alternated working at the New Yorker, writing screenplays in Hollywood and editing a
Paris literary journal with studying philosophy, serving the poor in Harlem and living in a sanctuary high in
the French Alps, Lax pursued an approach to life he called pure act--a way of living in the moment that was
both spontaneous and practiced, God-inspired and self-chosen. By devoting himself to simplicity, poverty
and prayer, he expanded his capacity for peace, joy and love while producing distinctive poetry of such
stark beauty critics called him "one of America's greatest experimental poets" and "one of the new 'saints' of
the avant-garde."

Written by a writer who met Lax in Greece when he was a young seeker himself and visited him regularly
over fifteen years, Pure Act is an intimate look at an extraordinary but little-known life. Much more than just
a biography, it's a tale of adventure, an exploration of friendship, an anthology of wisdom, and a
testament to the liberating power of living an uncommon life.

"Robert Lax was a poet who devised his own poetic forms, much admired by some readers, unfortunately
unknown to most. He was an intellectual and was often called a mystic, but he was neither, just as he was
called a hermit but really wasn't. When he was younger, he lived in New York, where he worked for a period
at The New Yorker and knew many figures in the arts, from Jack Kerouac, to Ad Reinhardt, E. B. White,
William Maxwell . . . the list goes on. Most crucially he was a close friend of Thomas Merton's and was
made known, a little, by Merton's autobiography, in which he appears. He also for a time traveled with a
circus and wrote a lovely little book about it, The Circus of the Sun"--hard to find, but worth the search. For
the larger parts of his life he lived alone, on islands in Greece, and spent much, perhaps most, of his time in
solitude and meditation, trying to find some kind of ultimate peace (though he never put it that way). Even
then he knew and was admired by many; and many others who'd only heard of him sought him out. He was
invariably hospitable and welcoming, his presence gentle, humorous, and utterly patient. In short, there's
never been anyone like him, and Pure Act, in its offering of a detailed recounting of his life and an acute



presentation and analysis of his too-neglected poetry, gives him to us: the gift of a human being unlike any
other."--C. K. Williams
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Morales:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Pure Act: The Uncommon Life of Robert Lax (Catholic Practice in North
America (FUP)) book is readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details
here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want
to deliver to you. The writer connected with Pure Act: The Uncommon Life of Robert Lax (Catholic Practice
in North America (FUP)) content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the content material but it just different in the form of it. So , do you continue to
thinking Pure Act: The Uncommon Life of Robert Lax (Catholic Practice in North America (FUP)) is not
loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Maria Scully:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can
get a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they
write about the knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this
planet always try to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their
book. One of them is this Pure Act: The Uncommon Life of Robert Lax (Catholic Practice in North America
(FUP)).

Loretta Yoder:

The book untitled Pure Act: The Uncommon Life of Robert Lax (Catholic Practice in North America (FUP))
contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is
very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by
famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order
it. Have a nice go through.

Alex Miller:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Pure Act: The Uncommon Life of
Robert Lax (Catholic Practice in North America (FUP)) to make your current reading is interesting. Your
current skill of reading proficiency is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to



make you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial
opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve Pure Act: The Uncommon
Life of Robert Lax (Catholic Practice in North America (FUP)) can to be your brand-new friend when you're
sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of this time.
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